Anthem  He is my Savoir, He is my Friend

Deacons’ February Birthdays

Pastoral Praver

Sermon  “Our Wilderness Journey” Pastor Ken
Prayers of the People (Sharing of Joys and Concerns)

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors and lead us not into
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power,

and the glory forever and ever. Amen

*Closing Hymn #391 “Take My Life” (verses 1-3, 6)

*Charge and Benediction

Choral Benediction

Postlude  Guide Me O Thou Great Jehovah

Belinda Vair Accompanist/Choir Director

Thank you to the Deacons
for providing us with today’s Coftee Hour
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February 22, 2026 10:30am
Welcome to worship at the First Presbyterian Church, Johnstown. Whether

you are here in the sanctuary or joining us online, we are glad you are with
us. Wherever you are on your faith journey, you are welcome here, and we
give thanks for the gift of worshiping together today!

Pastor Ken Killian

Mission of the Month Doctors Without Borders

Prelude I Surrender All

Belinda Vair Accompanist/Choir Director

Choral Introit




Call To Worship (Psalm 32; Matthew 4:1-11)
Leader: In the wilderness, Christ was tested—
People: and God’s Word held him steady.

Leader: In our own lives, we carry burdens, temptations, and fear.
People: Yet God invites us to come clean, to be honest, to be healed.

Pastor Ken

Leader: “Happy are those whose transgression is forgiven,” says the psalmist.
People: God is our hiding place; God surrounds us with steadfast love.

Leader: Lent is a journey—personal and communal— from what traps us to
what frees us, from old patterns to new life.
People: We walk this road with Jesus, trusting grace to remake us.

Leader: So come: not pretending, not proving, not performing — but returning.
People: We come to worship the God who forgives, guides, and renews.

All: Let us worship God.
(PLEASE RISE IN BODY OR IN SPIRIT)

*Opening Hymn #281 “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah”

Call to Confession Pastor Ken
Lent invites us into a quieter, truer space—a kind of wilderness with Jesus—
where we can notice what’s really going on inside us.

Psalm 32 reminds us what a gift it is to bring our whole selves to God: the parts
we’re proud of, and the parts we’d rather not name. When we stop carrying
everything alone, grace has room to breathe.

And in Matthew 4, when temptation presses in, Jesus meets it with trust in God’s
steady care. We come to that same God—patient, faithful, and kind.

So, with gentle honesty, and with hope for new life, let us pray our confession
together.

Prayer of Confession

All: Merciful God, you invite us into truth, not to shame us, but to heal us.
We confess that we look for life in what cannot satisfy — comfort, approval,
control, and security. We test you instead of trusting you. We bow to lesser

powers — success, anxiety, resentment, and fear — and our love grows
small.

Forgive us, unburden us, and restore us. Lead us through this Lenten
journey with Jesus and make us new for the joy of resurrection life.

In Christ’s name we pray, Amen.

Leader: Let us take a moment for silent confession and personal reflection.

Assurance of Pardon (Psalm 32; Matthew 4:1-11)

Leader: Hear the good news: “Happy are those whose transgression is
forgiven, whose sin is covered... You are my hiding place; you preserve me
from trouble; you surround me with steadfast love.”

In Jesus Christ, we are not condemned—we are forgiven, held, and led into new
life. So receive God’s mercy with gratitude, and walk forward in freedom.

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.

All: Thanks be to God! Amen

*Gloria Patri

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be.

World without end, amen! Amen.

Prayer for Illumination

Leader: Holy God, as we open your Word, quiet the noise within us. In the
wilderness of our lives, speak with clarity and grace. Uncover what we hide,
strengthen what is weak, and lead us in the way of life.

By your Spirit, help us hear Jesus clearly, trust you deeply, and follow faithfully
on this Lenten journey — until we are made new in the joy of resurrection.

In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Scripture Reading
Psalms 32 (Pew Bible Old Testament Pages #506-507)
Matthew 4:1-11 (Pew Bible New Testament Page #3)

Leader: This is the word of God for the people of God. And we all say:
People: Thanks be to God.




Anthem  He is my Savoir, He is my Friend

Deacons’ February Birthdays

Pastoral Praver

Sermon  “Our Wilderness Journey” Pastor Ken
Prayers of the People (Sharing of Joys and Concerns)

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors and lead us not into
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power,

and the glory forever and ever. Amen

*Closing Hymn #391 “Take My Life” (verses 1-3, 6)

*Charge and Benediction

Choral Benediction

Postlude  Guide Me O Thou Great Jehovah

Belinda Vair Accompanist/Choir Director

Thank you to the Deacons
for providing us with today’s Coftee Hour

First Presbyterian Church of Johnstown, NY — YouTube link:
www.youtube.com/%40FirstPresbyterianJohnstown
Website Address: www.johnstownpresbyterian.org

BE GLAD
FHE LEI

ﬁ -ﬁ'.r.rn"

",-_E*

" iE i -||-.|||'

February 22, 2026 10:30am
Welcome to worship at the First Presbyterian Church, Johnstown. Whether

you are here in the sanctuary or joining us online, we are glad you are with
us. Wherever you are on your faith journey, you are welcome here, and we
give thanks for the gift of worshiping together today!

Pastor Ken Killian

Mission of the Month Doctors Without Borders

Prelude I Surrender All

Belinda Vair Accompanist/Choir Director

Choral Introit




Call To Worship (Psalm 32; Matthew 4:1-11)
Leader: In the wilderness, Christ was tested—
People: and God’s Word held him steady.

Leader: In our own lives, we carry burdens, temptations, and fear.
People: Yet God invites us to come clean, to be honest, to be healed.

Pastor Ken

Leader: “Happy are those whose transgression is forgiven,” says the psalmist.
People: God is our hiding place; God surrounds us with steadfast love.

Leader: Lent is a journey—personal and communal— from what traps us to
what frees us, from old patterns to new life.
People: We walk this road with Jesus, trusting grace to remake us.

Leader: So come: not pretending, not proving, not performing — but returning.
People: We come to worship the God who forgives, guides, and renews.

All: Let us worship God.
(PLEASE RISE IN BODY OR IN SPIRIT)

*Opening Hymn #281 “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah”

Call to Confession Pastor Ken
Lent invites us into a quieter, truer space—a kind of wilderness with Jesus—
where we can notice what’s really going on inside us.

Psalm 32 reminds us what a gift it is to bring our whole selves to God: the parts
we’re proud of, and the parts we’d rather not name. When we stop carrying
everything alone, grace has room to breathe.

And in Matthew 4, when temptation presses in, Jesus meets it with trust in God’s
steady care. We come to that same God—patient, faithful, and kind.

So, with gentle honesty, and with hope for new life, let us pray our confession
together.

Prayer of Confession

All: Merciful God, you invite us into truth, not to shame us, but to heal us.
We confess that we look for life in what cannot satisfy — comfort, approval,
control, and security. We test you instead of trusting you. We bow to lesser

powers — success, anxiety, resentment, and fear — and our love grows
small.

Forgive us, unburden us, and restore us. Lead us through this Lenten
journey with Jesus and make us new for the joy of resurrection life.

In Christ’s name we pray, Amen.

Leader: Let us take a moment for silent confession and personal reflection.

Assurance of Pardon (Psalm 32; Matthew 4:1-11)

Leader: Hear the good news: “Happy are those whose transgression is
forgiven, whose sin is covered... You are my hiding place; you preserve me
from trouble; you surround me with steadfast love.”

In Jesus Christ, we are not condemned—we are forgiven, held, and led into new
life. So receive God’s mercy with gratitude, and walk forward in freedom.

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.

All: Thanks be to God! Amen

*Gloria Patri

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be.

World without end, amen! Amen.

Prayer for Illumination

Leader: Holy God, as we open your Word, quiet the noise within us. In the
wilderness of our lives, speak with clarity and grace. Uncover what we hide,
strengthen what is weak, and lead us in the way of life.

By your Spirit, help us hear Jesus clearly, trust you deeply, and follow faithfully
on this Lenten journey — until we are made new in the joy of resurrection.

In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Scripture Reading
Psalms 32 (Pew Bible Old Testament Pages #506-507)
Matthew 4:1-11 (Pew Bible New Testament Page #3)

Leader: This is the word of God for the people of God. And we all say:
People: Thanks be to God.




Anthem  He is my Savoir, He is my Friend

Deacons’ February Birthdays

Pastoral Praver

Sermon  “Our Wilderness Journey” Pastor Ken
Prayers of the People (Sharing of Joys and Concerns)

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors and lead us not into
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power,

and the glory forever and ever. Amen

*Closing Hymn #391 “Take My Life” (verses 1-3, 6)

*Charge and Benediction

Choral Benediction

Postlude  Guide Me O Thou Great Jehovah

Belinda Vair Accompanist/Choir Director

Thank you to the Deacons
for providing us with today’s Coftee Hour

First Presbyterian Church of Johnstown, NY — YouTube link:
www.youtube.com/%40FirstPresbyterianJohnstown
Website Address: www.johnstownpresbyterian.org

BE GLAD
FHE LEI

ﬁ -ﬁ'.r.rn"

",-_E*

" iE i -||-.|||'

February 22, 2026 10:30am
Welcome to worship at the First Presbyterian Church, Johnstown. Whether

you are here in the sanctuary or joining us online, we are glad you are with
us. Wherever you are on your faith journey, you are welcome here, and we
give thanks for the gift of worshiping together today!

Pastor Ken Killian

Mission of the Month Doctors Without Borders

Prelude I Surrender All

Belinda Vair Accompanist/Choir Director

Choral Introit




Call To Worship (Psalm 32; Matthew 4:1-11)
Leader: In the wilderness, Christ was tested—
People: and God’s Word held him steady.

Leader: In our own lives, we carry burdens, temptations, and fear.
People: Yet God invites us to come clean, to be honest, to be healed.

Pastor Ken

Leader: “Happy are those whose transgression is forgiven,” says the psalmist.
People: God is our hiding place; God surrounds us with steadfast love.

Leader: Lent is a journey—personal and communal— from what traps us to
what frees us, from old patterns to new life.
People: We walk this road with Jesus, trusting grace to remake us.

Leader: So come: not pretending, not proving, not performing — but returning.
People: We come to worship the God who forgives, guides, and renews.

All: Let us worship God.
(PLEASE RISE IN BODY OR IN SPIRIT)

*Opening Hymn #281 “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah”

Call to Confession Pastor Ken
Lent invites us into a quieter, truer space—a kind of wilderness with Jesus—
where we can notice what’s really going on inside us.

Psalm 32 reminds us what a gift it is to bring our whole selves to God: the parts
we’re proud of, and the parts we’d rather not name. When we stop carrying
everything alone, grace has room to breathe.

And in Matthew 4, when temptation presses in, Jesus meets it with trust in God’s
steady care. We come to that same God—patient, faithful, and kind.

So, with gentle honesty, and with hope for new life, let us pray our confession
together.

Prayer of Confession

All: Merciful God, you invite us into truth, not to shame us, but to heal us.
We confess that we look for life in what cannot satisfy — comfort, approval,
control, and security. We test you instead of trusting you. We bow to lesser

powers — success, anxiety, resentment, and fear — and our love grows
small.

Forgive us, unburden us, and restore us. Lead us through this Lenten
journey with Jesus and make us new for the joy of resurrection life.

In Christ’s name we pray, Amen.

Leader: Let us take a moment for silent confession and personal reflection.

Assurance of Pardon (Psalm 32; Matthew 4:1-11)

Leader: Hear the good news: “Happy are those whose transgression is
forgiven, whose sin is covered... You are my hiding place; you preserve me
from trouble; you surround me with steadfast love.”

In Jesus Christ, we are not condemned—we are forgiven, held, and led into new
life. So receive God’s mercy with gratitude, and walk forward in freedom.

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.

All: Thanks be to God! Amen

*Gloria Patri

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be.

World without end, amen! Amen.

Prayer for Illumination

Leader: Holy God, as we open your Word, quiet the noise within us. In the
wilderness of our lives, speak with clarity and grace. Uncover what we hide,
strengthen what is weak, and lead us in the way of life.

By your Spirit, help us hear Jesus clearly, trust you deeply, and follow faithfully
on this Lenten journey — until we are made new in the joy of resurrection.

In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Scripture Reading
Psalms 32 (Pew Bible Old Testament Pages #506-507)
Matthew 4:1-11 (Pew Bible New Testament Page #3)

Leader: This is the word of God for the people of God. And we all say:
People: Thanks be to God.




Anthem  He is my Savoir, He is my Friend

Deacons’ February Birthdays

Pastoral Praver

Sermon  “Our Wilderness Journey” Pastor Ken
Prayers of the People (Sharing of Joys and Concerns)

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors and lead us not into
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power,

and the glory forever and ever. Amen

*Closing Hymn #391 “Take My Life” (verses 1-3, 6)

*Charge and Benediction

Choral Benediction

Postlude  Guide Me O Thou Great Jehovah

Belinda Vair Accompanist/Choir Director

Thank you to the Deacons
for providing us with today’s Coftee Hour

First Presbyterian Church of Johnstown, NY — YouTube link:
www.youtube.com/%40FirstPresbyterianJohnstown
Website Address: www.johnstownpresbyterian.org

BE GLAD
FHE LEI

ﬁ -ﬁ'.r.rn"

",-_E*

" iE i -||-.|||'

February 22, 2026 10:30am
Welcome to worship at the First Presbyterian Church, Johnstown. Whether

you are here in the sanctuary or joining us online, we are glad you are with
us. Wherever you are on your faith journey, you are welcome here, and we
give thanks for the gift of worshiping together today!

Pastor Ken Killian

Mission of the Month Doctors Without Borders

Prelude I Surrender All

Belinda Vair Accompanist/Choir Director

Choral Introit




Call To Worship (Psalm 32; Matthew 4:1-11)
Leader: In the wilderness, Christ was tested—
People: and God’s Word held him steady.

Leader: In our own lives, we carry burdens, temptations, and fear.
People: Yet God invites us to come clean, to be honest, to be healed.

Pastor Ken

Leader: “Happy are those whose transgression is forgiven,” says the psalmist.
People: God is our hiding place; God surrounds us with steadfast love.

Leader: Lent is a journey—personal and communal— from what traps us to
what frees us, from old patterns to new life.
People: We walk this road with Jesus, trusting grace to remake us.

Leader: So come: not pretending, not proving, not performing — but returning.
People: We come to worship the God who forgives, guides, and renews.

All: Let us worship God.
(PLEASE RISE IN BODY OR IN SPIRIT)

*Opening Hymn #281 “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah”

Call to Confession Pastor Ken
Lent invites us into a quieter, truer space—a kind of wilderness with Jesus—
where we can notice what’s really going on inside us.

Psalm 32 reminds us what a gift it is to bring our whole selves to God: the parts
we’re proud of, and the parts we’d rather not name. When we stop carrying
everything alone, grace has room to breathe.

And in Matthew 4, when temptation presses in, Jesus meets it with trust in God’s
steady care. We come to that same God—patient, faithful, and kind.

So, with gentle honesty, and with hope for new life, let us pray our confession
together.

Prayer of Confession

All: Merciful God, you invite us into truth, not to shame us, but to heal us.
We confess that we look for life in what cannot satisfy — comfort, approval,
control, and security. We test you instead of trusting you. We bow to lesser

powers — success, anxiety, resentment, and fear — and our love grows
small.

Forgive us, unburden us, and restore us. Lead us through this Lenten
journey with Jesus and make us new for the joy of resurrection life.

In Christ’s name we pray, Amen.

Leader: Let us take a moment for silent confession and personal reflection.

Assurance of Pardon (Psalm 32; Matthew 4:1-11)

Leader: Hear the good news: “Happy are those whose transgression is
forgiven, whose sin is covered... You are my hiding place; you preserve me
from trouble; you surround me with steadfast love.”

In Jesus Christ, we are not condemned—we are forgiven, held, and led into new
life. So receive God’s mercy with gratitude, and walk forward in freedom.

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.

All: Thanks be to God! Amen

*Gloria Patri

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be.

World without end, amen! Amen.

Prayer for Illumination

Leader: Holy God, as we open your Word, quiet the noise within us. In the
wilderness of our lives, speak with clarity and grace. Uncover what we hide,
strengthen what is weak, and lead us in the way of life.

By your Spirit, help us hear Jesus clearly, trust you deeply, and follow faithfully
on this Lenten journey — until we are made new in the joy of resurrection.

In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Scripture Reading
Psalms 32 (Pew Bible Old Testament Pages #506-507)
Matthew 4:1-11 (Pew Bible New Testament Page #3)

Leader: This is the word of God for the people of God. And we all say:
People: Thanks be to God.




Anthem  He is my Savoir, He is my Friend

Deacons’ February Birthdays

Pastoral Praver

Sermon  “Our Wilderness Journey” Pastor Ken
Prayers of the People (Sharing of Joys and Concerns)

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors and lead us not into
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power,

and the glory forever and ever. Amen

*Closing Hymn #391 “Take My Life” (verses 1-3, 6)

*Charge and Benediction

Choral Benediction

Postlude  Guide Me O Thou Great Jehovah

Belinda Vair Accompanist/Choir Director

Thank you to the Deacons
for providing us with today’s Coftee Hour

First Presbyterian Church of Johnstown, NY — YouTube link:
www.youtube.com/%40FirstPresbyterianJohnstown
Website Address: www.johnstownpresbyterian.org

BE GLAD
FHE LEI

ﬁ -ﬁ'.r.rn"

",-_E*

" iE i -||-.|||'

February 22, 2026 10:30am
Welcome to worship at the First Presbyterian Church, Johnstown. Whether

you are here in the sanctuary or joining us online, we are glad you are with
us. Wherever you are on your faith journey, you are welcome here, and we
give thanks for the gift of worshiping together today!

Pastor Ken Killian

Mission of the Month Doctors Without Borders

Prelude I Surrender All

Belinda Vair Accompanist/Choir Director

Choral Introit




Call To Worship (Psalm 32; Matthew 4:1-11)
Leader: In the wilderness, Christ was tested—
People: and God’s Word held him steady.

Leader: In our own lives, we carry burdens, temptations, and fear.
People: Yet God invites us to come clean, to be honest, to be healed.

Pastor Ken

Leader: “Happy are those whose transgression is forgiven,” says the psalmist.
People: God is our hiding place; God surrounds us with steadfast love.

Leader: Lent is a journey—personal and communal— from what traps us to
what frees us, from old patterns to new life.
People: We walk this road with Jesus, trusting grace to remake us.

Leader: So come: not pretending, not proving, not performing — but returning.
People: We come to worship the God who forgives, guides, and renews.

All: Let us worship God.
(PLEASE RISE IN BODY OR IN SPIRIT)

*Opening Hymn #281 “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah”

Call to Confession Pastor Ken
Lent invites us into a quieter, truer space—a kind of wilderness with Jesus—
where we can notice what’s really going on inside us.

Psalm 32 reminds us what a gift it is to bring our whole selves to God: the parts
we’re proud of, and the parts we’d rather not name. When we stop carrying
everything alone, grace has room to breathe.

And in Matthew 4, when temptation presses in, Jesus meets it with trust in God’s
steady care. We come to that same God—patient, faithful, and kind.

So, with gentle honesty, and with hope for new life, let us pray our confession
together.

Prayer of Confession

All: Merciful God, you invite us into truth, not to shame us, but to heal us.
We confess that we look for life in what cannot satisfy — comfort, approval,
control, and security. We test you instead of trusting you. We bow to lesser

powers — success, anxiety, resentment, and fear — and our love grows
small.

Forgive us, unburden us, and restore us. Lead us through this Lenten
journey with Jesus and make us new for the joy of resurrection life.

In Christ’s name we pray, Amen.

Leader: Let us take a moment for silent confession and personal reflection.

Assurance of Pardon (Psalm 32; Matthew 4:1-11)

Leader: Hear the good news: “Happy are those whose transgression is
forgiven, whose sin is covered... You are my hiding place; you preserve me
from trouble; you surround me with steadfast love.”

In Jesus Christ, we are not condemned—we are forgiven, held, and led into new
life. So receive God’s mercy with gratitude, and walk forward in freedom.

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.

All: Thanks be to God! Amen

*Gloria Patri

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be.

World without end, amen! Amen.

Prayer for Illumination

Leader: Holy God, as we open your Word, quiet the noise within us. In the
wilderness of our lives, speak with clarity and grace. Uncover what we hide,
strengthen what is weak, and lead us in the way of life.

By your Spirit, help us hear Jesus clearly, trust you deeply, and follow faithfully
on this Lenten journey — until we are made new in the joy of resurrection.

In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Scripture Reading
Psalms 32 (Pew Bible Old Testament Pages #506-507)
Matthew 4:1-11 (Pew Bible New Testament Page #3)

Leader: This is the word of God for the people of God. And we all say:
People: Thanks be to God.




Anthem  He is my Savoir, He is my Friend

Deacons’ February Birthdays

Pastoral Praver

Sermon  “Our Wilderness Journey” Pastor Ken
Prayers of the People (Sharing of Joys and Concerns)

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors and lead us not into
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power,

and the glory forever and ever. Amen

*Closing Hymn #391 “Take My Life” (verses 1-3, 6)

*Charge and Benediction

Choral Benediction

Postlude  Guide Me O Thou Great Jehovah

Belinda Vair Accompanist/Choir Director

Thank you to the Deacons
for providing us with today’s Coftee Hour

First Presbyterian Church of Johnstown, NY — YouTube link:
www.youtube.com/%40FirstPresbyterianJohnstown
Website Address: www.johnstownpresbyterian.org

BE GLAD
FHE LEI

ﬁ -ﬁ'.r.rn"

",-_E*

" iE i -||-.|||'

February 22, 2026 10:30am
Welcome to worship at the First Presbyterian Church, Johnstown. Whether

you are here in the sanctuary or joining us online, we are glad you are with
us. Wherever you are on your faith journey, you are welcome here, and we
give thanks for the gift of worshiping together today!

Pastor Ken Killian

Mission of the Month Doctors Without Borders

Prelude I Surrender All

Belinda Vair Accompanist/Choir Director

Choral Introit




Call To Worship (Psalm 32; Matthew 4:1-11)
Leader: In the wilderness, Christ was tested—
People: and God’s Word held him steady.

Leader: In our own lives, we carry burdens, temptations, and fear.
People: Yet God invites us to come clean, to be honest, to be healed.

Pastor Ken

Leader: “Happy are those whose transgression is forgiven,” says the psalmist.
People: God is our hiding place; God surrounds us with steadfast love.

Leader: Lent is a journey—personal and communal— from what traps us to
what frees us, from old patterns to new life.
People: We walk this road with Jesus, trusting grace to remake us.

Leader: So come: not pretending, not proving, not performing — but returning.
People: We come to worship the God who forgives, guides, and renews.

All: Let us worship God.
(PLEASE RISE IN BODY OR IN SPIRIT)

*Opening Hymn #281 “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah”

Call to Confession Pastor Ken
Lent invites us into a quieter, truer space—a kind of wilderness with Jesus—
where we can notice what’s really going on inside us.

Psalm 32 reminds us what a gift it is to bring our whole selves to God: the parts
we’re proud of, and the parts we’d rather not name. When we stop carrying
everything alone, grace has room to breathe.

And in Matthew 4, when temptation presses in, Jesus meets it with trust in God’s
steady care. We come to that same God—patient, faithful, and kind.

So, with gentle honesty, and with hope for new life, let us pray our confession
together.

Prayer of Confession

All: Merciful God, you invite us into truth, not to shame us, but to heal us.
We confess that we look for life in what cannot satisfy — comfort, approval,
control, and security. We test you instead of trusting you. We bow to lesser

powers — success, anxiety, resentment, and fear — and our love grows
small.

Forgive us, unburden us, and restore us. Lead us through this Lenten
journey with Jesus and make us new for the joy of resurrection life.

In Christ’s name we pray, Amen.

Leader: Let us take a moment for silent confession and personal reflection.

Assurance of Pardon (Psalm 32; Matthew 4:1-11)

Leader: Hear the good news: “Happy are those whose transgression is
forgiven, whose sin is covered... You are my hiding place; you preserve me
from trouble; you surround me with steadfast love.”

In Jesus Christ, we are not condemned—we are forgiven, held, and led into new
life. So receive God’s mercy with gratitude, and walk forward in freedom.

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.

All: Thanks be to God! Amen

*Gloria Patri

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be.

World without end, amen! Amen.

Prayer for Illumination

Leader: Holy God, as we open your Word, quiet the noise within us. In the
wilderness of our lives, speak with clarity and grace. Uncover what we hide,
strengthen what is weak, and lead us in the way of life.

By your Spirit, help us hear Jesus clearly, trust you deeply, and follow faithfully
on this Lenten journey — until we are made new in the joy of resurrection.

In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Scripture Reading
Psalms 32 (Pew Bible Old Testament Pages #506-507)
Matthew 4:1-11 (Pew Bible New Testament Page #3)

Leader: This is the word of God for the people of God. And we all say:
People: Thanks be to God.
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Call To Worship (Psalm 32; Matthew 4:1-11)
Leader: In the wilderness, Christ was tested—
People: and God’s Word held him steady.

Leader: In our own lives, we carry burdens, temptations, and fear.
People: Yet God invites us to come clean, to be honest, to be healed.

Pastor Ken

Leader: “Happy are those whose transgression is forgiven,” says the psalmist.
People: God is our hiding place; God surrounds us with steadfast love.

Leader: Lent is a journey—personal and communal— from what traps us to
what frees us, from old patterns to new life.
People: We walk this road with Jesus, trusting grace to remake us.

Leader: So come: not pretending, not proving, not performing — but returning.
People: We come to worship the God who forgives, guides, and renews.

All: Let us worship God.
(PLEASE RISE IN BODY OR IN SPIRIT)

*Opening Hymn #281 “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah”

Call to Confession Pastor Ken
Lent invites us into a quieter, truer space—a kind of wilderness with Jesus—
where we can notice what’s really going on inside us.

Psalm 32 reminds us what a gift it is to bring our whole selves to God: the parts
we’re proud of, and the parts we’d rather not name. When we stop carrying
everything alone, grace has room to breathe.

And in Matthew 4, when temptation presses in, Jesus meets it with trust in God’s
steady care. We come to that same God—patient, faithful, and kind.

So, with gentle honesty, and with hope for new life, let us pray our confession
together.

Prayer of Confession

All: Merciful God, you invite us into truth, not to shame us, but to heal us.
We confess that we look for life in what cannot satisfy — comfort, approval,
control, and security. We test you instead of trusting you. We bow to lesser

powers — success, anxiety, resentment, and fear — and our love grows
small.

Forgive us, unburden us, and restore us. Lead us through this Lenten
journey with Jesus and make us new for the joy of resurrection life.

In Christ’s name we pray, Amen.

Leader: Let us take a moment for silent confession and personal reflection.

Assurance of Pardon (Psalm 32; Matthew 4:1-11)

Leader: Hear the good news: “Happy are those whose transgression is
forgiven, whose sin is covered... You are my hiding place; you preserve me
from trouble; you surround me with steadfast love.”

In Jesus Christ, we are not condemned—we are forgiven, held, and led into new
life. So receive God’s mercy with gratitude, and walk forward in freedom.

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.

All: Thanks be to God! Amen

*Gloria Patri

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be.

World without end, amen! Amen.

Prayer for Illumination

Leader: Holy God, as we open your Word, quiet the noise within us. In the
wilderness of our lives, speak with clarity and grace. Uncover what we hide,
strengthen what is weak, and lead us in the way of life.

By your Spirit, help us hear Jesus clearly, trust you deeply, and follow faithfully
on this Lenten journey — until we are made new in the joy of resurrection.

In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Scripture Reading
Psalms 32 (Pew Bible Old Testament Pages #506-507)
Matthew 4:1-11 (Pew Bible New Testament Page #3)

Leader: This is the word of God for the people of God. And we all say:
People: Thanks be to God.
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Call To Worship (Psalm 32; Matthew 4:1-11)
Leader: In the wilderness, Christ was tested—
People: and God’s Word held him steady.

Leader: In our own lives, we carry burdens, temptations, and fear.
People: Yet God invites us to come clean, to be honest, to be healed.

Pastor Ken

Leader: “Happy are those whose transgression is forgiven,” says the psalmist.
People: God is our hiding place; God surrounds us with steadfast love.

Leader: Lent is a journey—personal and communal— from what traps us to
what frees us, from old patterns to new life.
People: We walk this road with Jesus, trusting grace to remake us.

Leader: So come: not pretending, not proving, not performing — but returning.
People: We come to worship the God who forgives, guides, and renews.

All: Let us worship God.
(PLEASE RISE IN BODY OR IN SPIRIT)

*Opening Hymn #281 “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah”

Call to Confession Pastor Ken
Lent invites us into a quieter, truer space—a kind of wilderness with Jesus—
where we can notice what’s really going on inside us.

Psalm 32 reminds us what a gift it is to bring our whole selves to God: the parts
we’re proud of, and the parts we’d rather not name. When we stop carrying
everything alone, grace has room to breathe.

And in Matthew 4, when temptation presses in, Jesus meets it with trust in God’s
steady care. We come to that same God—patient, faithful, and kind.

So, with gentle honesty, and with hope for new life, let us pray our confession
together.

Prayer of Confession

All: Merciful God, you invite us into truth, not to shame us, but to heal us.
We confess that we look for life in what cannot satisfy — comfort, approval,
control, and security. We test you instead of trusting you. We bow to lesser

powers — success, anxiety, resentment, and fear — and our love grows
small.

Forgive us, unburden us, and restore us. Lead us through this Lenten
journey with Jesus and make us new for the joy of resurrection life.

In Christ’s name we pray, Amen.

Leader: Let us take a moment for silent confession and personal reflection.

Assurance of Pardon (Psalm 32; Matthew 4:1-11)

Leader: Hear the good news: “Happy are those whose transgression is
forgiven, whose sin is covered... You are my hiding place; you preserve me
from trouble; you surround me with steadfast love.”

In Jesus Christ, we are not condemned—we are forgiven, held, and led into new
life. So receive God’s mercy with gratitude, and walk forward in freedom.

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.

All: Thanks be to God! Amen

*Gloria Patri

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be.

World without end, amen! Amen.

Prayer for Illumination

Leader: Holy God, as we open your Word, quiet the noise within us. In the
wilderness of our lives, speak with clarity and grace. Uncover what we hide,
strengthen what is weak, and lead us in the way of life.

By your Spirit, help us hear Jesus clearly, trust you deeply, and follow faithfully
on this Lenten journey — until we are made new in the joy of resurrection.

In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Scripture Reading
Psalms 32 (Pew Bible Old Testament Pages #506-507)
Matthew 4:1-11 (Pew Bible New Testament Page #3)

Leader: This is the word of God for the people of God. And we all say:
People: Thanks be to God.
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Leader: In the wilderness, Christ was tested—
People: and God’s Word held him steady.

Leader: In our own lives, we carry burdens, temptations, and fear.
People: Yet God invites us to come clean, to be honest, to be healed.

Pastor Ken

Leader: “Happy are those whose transgression is forgiven,” says the psalmist.
People: God is our hiding place; God surrounds us with steadfast love.

Leader: Lent is a journey—personal and communal— from what traps us to
what frees us, from old patterns to new life.
People: We walk this road with Jesus, trusting grace to remake us.

Leader: So come: not pretending, not proving, not performing — but returning.
People: We come to worship the God who forgives, guides, and renews.

All: Let us worship God.
(PLEASE RISE IN BODY OR IN SPIRIT)

*Opening Hymn #281 “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah”

Call to Confession Pastor Ken
Lent invites us into a quieter, truer space—a kind of wilderness with Jesus—
where we can notice what’s really going on inside us.

Psalm 32 reminds us what a gift it is to bring our whole selves to God: the parts
we’re proud of, and the parts we’d rather not name. When we stop carrying
everything alone, grace has room to breathe.

And in Matthew 4, when temptation presses in, Jesus meets it with trust in God’s
steady care. We come to that same God—patient, faithful, and kind.

So, with gentle honesty, and with hope for new life, let us pray our confession
together.

Prayer of Confession

All: Merciful God, you invite us into truth, not to shame us, but to heal us.
We confess that we look for life in what cannot satisfy — comfort, approval,
control, and security. We test you instead of trusting you. We bow to lesser

powers — success, anxiety, resentment, and fear — and our love grows
small.

Forgive us, unburden us, and restore us. Lead us through this Lenten
journey with Jesus and make us new for the joy of resurrection life.

In Christ’s name we pray, Amen.

Leader: Let us take a moment for silent confession and personal reflection.

Assurance of Pardon (Psalm 32; Matthew 4:1-11)

Leader: Hear the good news: “Happy are those whose transgression is
forgiven, whose sin is covered... You are my hiding place; you preserve me
from trouble; you surround me with steadfast love.”

In Jesus Christ, we are not condemned—we are forgiven, held, and led into new
life. So receive God’s mercy with gratitude, and walk forward in freedom.

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.

All: Thanks be to God! Amen

*Gloria Patri

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be.

World without end, amen! Amen.

Prayer for Illumination

Leader: Holy God, as we open your Word, quiet the noise within us. In the
wilderness of our lives, speak with clarity and grace. Uncover what we hide,
strengthen what is weak, and lead us in the way of life.

By your Spirit, help us hear Jesus clearly, trust you deeply, and follow faithfully
on this Lenten journey — until we are made new in the joy of resurrection.

In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Scripture Reading
Psalms 32 (Pew Bible Old Testament Pages #506-507)
Matthew 4:1-11 (Pew Bible New Testament Page #3)

Leader: This is the word of God for the people of God. And we all say:
People: Thanks be to God.
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Call To Worship (Psalm 32; Matthew 4:1-11)
Leader: In the wilderness, Christ was tested—
People: and God’s Word held him steady.

Leader: In our own lives, we carry burdens, temptations, and fear.
People: Yet God invites us to come clean, to be honest, to be healed.

Pastor Ken

Leader: “Happy are those whose transgression is forgiven,” says the psalmist.
People: God is our hiding place; God surrounds us with steadfast love.

Leader: Lent is a journey—personal and communal— from what traps us to
what frees us, from old patterns to new life.
People: We walk this road with Jesus, trusting grace to remake us.

Leader: So come: not pretending, not proving, not performing — but returning.
People: We come to worship the God who forgives, guides, and renews.

All: Let us worship God.
(PLEASE RISE IN BODY OR IN SPIRIT)

*Opening Hymn #281 “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah”

Call to Confession Pastor Ken
Lent invites us into a quieter, truer space—a kind of wilderness with Jesus—
where we can notice what’s really going on inside us.

Psalm 32 reminds us what a gift it is to bring our whole selves to God: the parts
we’re proud of, and the parts we’d rather not name. When we stop carrying
everything alone, grace has room to breathe.

And in Matthew 4, when temptation presses in, Jesus meets it with trust in God’s
steady care. We come to that same God—patient, faithful, and kind.

So, with gentle honesty, and with hope for new life, let us pray our confession
together.

Prayer of Confession

All: Merciful God, you invite us into truth, not to shame us, but to heal us.
We confess that we look for life in what cannot satisfy — comfort, approval,
control, and security. We test you instead of trusting you. We bow to lesser

powers — success, anxiety, resentment, and fear — and our love grows
small.

Forgive us, unburden us, and restore us. Lead us through this Lenten
journey with Jesus and make us new for the joy of resurrection life.

In Christ’s name we pray, Amen.

Leader: Let us take a moment for silent confession and personal reflection.

Assurance of Pardon (Psalm 32; Matthew 4:1-11)

Leader: Hear the good news: “Happy are those whose transgression is
forgiven, whose sin is covered... You are my hiding place; you preserve me
from trouble; you surround me with steadfast love.”

In Jesus Christ, we are not condemned—we are forgiven, held, and led into new
life. So receive God’s mercy with gratitude, and walk forward in freedom.

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.

All: Thanks be to God! Amen

*Gloria Patri

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be.

World without end, amen! Amen.

Prayer for Illumination

Leader: Holy God, as we open your Word, quiet the noise within us. In the
wilderness of our lives, speak with clarity and grace. Uncover what we hide,
strengthen what is weak, and lead us in the way of life.

By your Spirit, help us hear Jesus clearly, trust you deeply, and follow faithfully
on this Lenten journey — until we are made new in the joy of resurrection.

In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Scripture Reading
Psalms 32 (Pew Bible Old Testament Pages #506-507)
Matthew 4:1-11 (Pew Bible New Testament Page #3)

Leader: This is the word of God for the people of God. And we all say:
People: Thanks be to God.
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Leader: “Happy are those whose transgression is forgiven,” says the psalmist.
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we’re proud of, and the parts we’d rather not name. When we stop carrying
everything alone, grace has room to breathe.
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together.
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All: Merciful God, you invite us into truth, not to shame us, but to heal us.
We confess that we look for life in what cannot satisfy — comfort, approval,
control, and security. We test you instead of trusting you. We bow to lesser

powers — success, anxiety, resentment, and fear — and our love grows
small.

Forgive us, unburden us, and restore us. Lead us through this Lenten
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In Christ’s name we pray, Amen.

Leader: Let us take a moment for silent confession and personal reflection.

Assurance of Pardon (Psalm 32; Matthew 4:1-11)

Leader: Hear the good news: “Happy are those whose transgression is
forgiven, whose sin is covered... You are my hiding place; you preserve me
from trouble; you surround me with steadfast love.”

In Jesus Christ, we are not condemned—we are forgiven, held, and led into new
life. So receive God’s mercy with gratitude, and walk forward in freedom.

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.

All: Thanks be to God! Amen

*Gloria Patri

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be.

World without end, amen! Amen.
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Leader: Holy God, as we open your Word, quiet the noise within us. In the
wilderness of our lives, speak with clarity and grace. Uncover what we hide,
strengthen what is weak, and lead us in the way of life.

By your Spirit, help us hear Jesus clearly, trust you deeply, and follow faithfully
on this Lenten journey — until we are made new in the joy of resurrection.

In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
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Leader: This is the word of God for the people of God. And we all say:
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Psalm 32 reminds us what a gift it is to bring our whole selves to God: the parts
we’re proud of, and the parts we’d rather not name. When we stop carrying
everything alone, grace has room to breathe.

And in Matthew 4, when temptation presses in, Jesus meets it with trust in God’s
steady care. We come to that same God—patient, faithful, and kind.

So, with gentle honesty, and with hope for new life, let us pray our confession
together.

Prayer of Confession

All: Merciful God, you invite us into truth, not to shame us, but to heal us.
We confess that we look for life in what cannot satisfy — comfort, approval,
control, and security. We test you instead of trusting you. We bow to lesser

powers — success, anxiety, resentment, and fear — and our love grows
small.

Forgive us, unburden us, and restore us. Lead us through this Lenten
journey with Jesus and make us new for the joy of resurrection life.

In Christ’s name we pray, Amen.

Leader: Let us take a moment for silent confession and personal reflection.

Assurance of Pardon (Psalm 32; Matthew 4:1-11)

Leader: Hear the good news: “Happy are those whose transgression is
forgiven, whose sin is covered... You are my hiding place; you preserve me
from trouble; you surround me with steadfast love.”

In Jesus Christ, we are not condemned—we are forgiven, held, and led into new
life. So receive God’s mercy with gratitude, and walk forward in freedom.

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.

All: Thanks be to God! Amen

*Gloria Patri

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be.

World without end, amen! Amen.

Prayer for Illumination

Leader: Holy God, as we open your Word, quiet the noise within us. In the
wilderness of our lives, speak with clarity and grace. Uncover what we hide,
strengthen what is weak, and lead us in the way of life.

By your Spirit, help us hear Jesus clearly, trust you deeply, and follow faithfully
on this Lenten journey — until we are made new in the joy of resurrection.

In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Scripture Reading
Psalms 32 (Pew Bible Old Testament Pages #506-507)
Matthew 4:1-11 (Pew Bible New Testament Page #3)

Leader: This is the word of God for the people of God. And we all say:
People: Thanks be to God.
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Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors and lead us not into
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power,
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*Closing Hymn #391 “Take My Life” (verses 1-3, 6)

*Charge and Benediction

Choral Benediction

Postlude  Guide Me O Thou Great Jehovah

Belinda Vair Accompanist/Choir Director

Thank you to the Deacons
for providing us with today’s Coftee Hour

First Presbyterian Church of Johnstown, NY — YouTube link:
www.youtube.com/%40FirstPresbyterianJohnstown
Website Address: www.johnstownpresbyterian.org

BE GLAD
FHE LEI

ﬁ -ﬁ'.r.rn"

",-_E*

" iE i -||-.|||'

February 22, 2026 10:30am
Welcome to worship at the First Presbyterian Church, Johnstown. Whether

you are here in the sanctuary or joining us online, we are glad you are with
us. Wherever you are on your faith journey, you are welcome here, and we
give thanks for the gift of worshiping together today!

Pastor Ken Killian

Mission of the Month Doctors Without Borders

Prelude I Surrender All

Belinda Vair Accompanist/Choir Director

Choral Introit




Call To Worship (Psalm 32; Matthew 4:1-11)
Leader: In the wilderness, Christ was tested—
People: and God’s Word held him steady.

Leader: In our own lives, we carry burdens, temptations, and fear.
People: Yet God invites us to come clean, to be honest, to be healed.

Pastor Ken

Leader: “Happy are those whose transgression is forgiven,” says the psalmist.
People: God is our hiding place; God surrounds us with steadfast love.

Leader: Lent is a journey—personal and communal— from what traps us to
what frees us, from old patterns to new life.
People: We walk this road with Jesus, trusting grace to remake us.

Leader: So come: not pretending, not proving, not performing — but returning.
People: We come to worship the God who forgives, guides, and renews.

All: Let us worship God.
(PLEASE RISE IN BODY OR IN SPIRIT)

*Opening Hymn #281 “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah”

Call to Confession Pastor Ken
Lent invites us into a quieter, truer space—a kind of wilderness with Jesus—
where we can notice what’s really going on inside us.

Psalm 32 reminds us what a gift it is to bring our whole selves to God: the parts
we’re proud of, and the parts we’d rather not name. When we stop carrying
everything alone, grace has room to breathe.

And in Matthew 4, when temptation presses in, Jesus meets it with trust in God’s
steady care. We come to that same God—patient, faithful, and kind.

So, with gentle honesty, and with hope for new life, let us pray our confession
together.

Prayer of Confession

All: Merciful God, you invite us into truth, not to shame us, but to heal us.
We confess that we look for life in what cannot satisfy — comfort, approval,
control, and security. We test you instead of trusting you. We bow to lesser

powers — success, anxiety, resentment, and fear — and our love grows
small.

Forgive us, unburden us, and restore us. Lead us through this Lenten
journey with Jesus and make us new for the joy of resurrection life.

In Christ’s name we pray, Amen.

Leader: Let us take a moment for silent confession and personal reflection.

Assurance of Pardon (Psalm 32; Matthew 4:1-11)

Leader: Hear the good news: “Happy are those whose transgression is
forgiven, whose sin is covered... You are my hiding place; you preserve me
from trouble; you surround me with steadfast love.”

In Jesus Christ, we are not condemned—we are forgiven, held, and led into new
life. So receive God’s mercy with gratitude, and walk forward in freedom.

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.

All: Thanks be to God! Amen

*Gloria Patri

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be.

World without end, amen! Amen.

Prayer for Illumination

Leader: Holy God, as we open your Word, quiet the noise within us. In the
wilderness of our lives, speak with clarity and grace. Uncover what we hide,
strengthen what is weak, and lead us in the way of life.

By your Spirit, help us hear Jesus clearly, trust you deeply, and follow faithfully
on this Lenten journey — until we are made new in the joy of resurrection.

In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Scripture Reading
Psalms 32 (Pew Bible Old Testament Pages #506-507)
Matthew 4:1-11 (Pew Bible New Testament Page #3)

Leader: This is the word of God for the people of God. And we all say:
People: Thanks be to God.
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Call To Worship (Psalm 32; Matthew 4:1-11)
Leader: In the wilderness, Christ was tested—
People: and God’s Word held him steady.

Leader: In our own lives, we carry burdens, temptations, and fear.
People: Yet God invites us to come clean, to be honest, to be healed.

Pastor Ken

Leader: “Happy are those whose transgression is forgiven,” says the psalmist.
People: God is our hiding place; God surrounds us with steadfast love.

Leader: Lent is a journey—personal and communal— from what traps us to
what frees us, from old patterns to new life.
People: We walk this road with Jesus, trusting grace to remake us.

Leader: So come: not pretending, not proving, not performing — but returning.
People: We come to worship the God who forgives, guides, and renews.

All: Let us worship God.
(PLEASE RISE IN BODY OR IN SPIRIT)

*Opening Hymn #281 “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah”
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Lent invites us into a quieter, truer space—a kind of wilderness with Jesus—
where we can notice what’s really going on inside us.

Psalm 32 reminds us what a gift it is to bring our whole selves to God: the parts
we’re proud of, and the parts we’d rather not name. When we stop carrying
everything alone, grace has room to breathe.

And in Matthew 4, when temptation presses in, Jesus meets it with trust in God’s
steady care. We come to that same God—patient, faithful, and kind.

So, with gentle honesty, and with hope for new life, let us pray our confession
together.

Prayer of Confession

All: Merciful God, you invite us into truth, not to shame us, but to heal us.
We confess that we look for life in what cannot satisfy — comfort, approval,
control, and security. We test you instead of trusting you. We bow to lesser

powers — success, anxiety, resentment, and fear — and our love grows
small.

Forgive us, unburden us, and restore us. Lead us through this Lenten
journey with Jesus and make us new for the joy of resurrection life.

In Christ’s name we pray, Amen.

Leader: Let us take a moment for silent confession and personal reflection.

Assurance of Pardon (Psalm 32; Matthew 4:1-11)

Leader: Hear the good news: “Happy are those whose transgression is
forgiven, whose sin is covered... You are my hiding place; you preserve me
from trouble; you surround me with steadfast love.”

In Jesus Christ, we are not condemned—we are forgiven, held, and led into new
life. So receive God’s mercy with gratitude, and walk forward in freedom.

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.

All: Thanks be to God! Amen

*Gloria Patri

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be.

World without end, amen! Amen.

Prayer for Illumination

Leader: Holy God, as we open your Word, quiet the noise within us. In the
wilderness of our lives, speak with clarity and grace. Uncover what we hide,
strengthen what is weak, and lead us in the way of life.

By your Spirit, help us hear Jesus clearly, trust you deeply, and follow faithfully
on this Lenten journey — until we are made new in the joy of resurrection.

In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Scripture Reading
Psalms 32 (Pew Bible Old Testament Pages #506-507)
Matthew 4:1-11 (Pew Bible New Testament Page #3)

Leader: This is the word of God for the people of God. And we all say:
People: Thanks be to God.
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Call To Worship (Psalm 32; Matthew 4:1-11)
Leader: In the wilderness, Christ was tested—
People: and God’s Word held him steady.

Leader: In our own lives, we carry burdens, temptations, and fear.
People: Yet God invites us to come clean, to be honest, to be healed.

Pastor Ken

Leader: “Happy are those whose transgression is forgiven,” says the psalmist.
People: God is our hiding place; God surrounds us with steadfast love.

Leader: Lent is a journey—personal and communal— from what traps us to
what frees us, from old patterns to new life.
People: We walk this road with Jesus, trusting grace to remake us.

Leader: So come: not pretending, not proving, not performing — but returning.
People: We come to worship the God who forgives, guides, and renews.

All: Let us worship God.
(PLEASE RISE IN BODY OR IN SPIRIT)

*Opening Hymn #281 “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah”

Call to Confession Pastor Ken
Lent invites us into a quieter, truer space—a kind of wilderness with Jesus—
where we can notice what’s really going on inside us.

Psalm 32 reminds us what a gift it is to bring our whole selves to God: the parts
we’re proud of, and the parts we’d rather not name. When we stop carrying
everything alone, grace has room to breathe.

And in Matthew 4, when temptation presses in, Jesus meets it with trust in God’s
steady care. We come to that same God—patient, faithful, and kind.

So, with gentle honesty, and with hope for new life, let us pray our confession
together.

Prayer of Confession

All: Merciful God, you invite us into truth, not to shame us, but to heal us.
We confess that we look for life in what cannot satisfy — comfort, approval,
control, and security. We test you instead of trusting you. We bow to lesser

powers — success, anxiety, resentment, and fear — and our love grows
small.

Forgive us, unburden us, and restore us. Lead us through this Lenten
journey with Jesus and make us new for the joy of resurrection life.

In Christ’s name we pray, Amen.

Leader: Let us take a moment for silent confession and personal reflection.

Assurance of Pardon (Psalm 32; Matthew 4:1-11)

Leader: Hear the good news: “Happy are those whose transgression is
forgiven, whose sin is covered... You are my hiding place; you preserve me
from trouble; you surround me with steadfast love.”

In Jesus Christ, we are not condemned—we are forgiven, held, and led into new
life. So receive God’s mercy with gratitude, and walk forward in freedom.

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.

All: Thanks be to God! Amen

*Gloria Patri

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be.

World without end, amen! Amen.

Prayer for Illumination

Leader: Holy God, as we open your Word, quiet the noise within us. In the
wilderness of our lives, speak with clarity and grace. Uncover what we hide,
strengthen what is weak, and lead us in the way of life.

By your Spirit, help us hear Jesus clearly, trust you deeply, and follow faithfully
on this Lenten journey — until we are made new in the joy of resurrection.

In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Scripture Reading
Psalms 32 (Pew Bible Old Testament Pages #506-507)
Matthew 4:1-11 (Pew Bible New Testament Page #3)

Leader: This is the word of God for the people of God. And we all say:
People: Thanks be to God.
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Call To Worship (Psalm 32; Matthew 4:1-11)
Leader: In the wilderness, Christ was tested—
People: and God’s Word held him steady.

Leader: In our own lives, we carry burdens, temptations, and fear.
People: Yet God invites us to come clean, to be honest, to be healed.

Pastor Ken

Leader: “Happy are those whose transgression is forgiven,” says the psalmist.
People: God is our hiding place; God surrounds us with steadfast love.

Leader: Lent is a journey—personal and communal— from what traps us to
what frees us, from old patterns to new life.
People: We walk this road with Jesus, trusting grace to remake us.

Leader: So come: not pretending, not proving, not performing — but returning.
People: We come to worship the God who forgives, guides, and renews.

All: Let us worship God.
(PLEASE RISE IN BODY OR IN SPIRIT)

*Opening Hymn #281 “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah”

Call to Confession Pastor Ken
Lent invites us into a quieter, truer space—a kind of wilderness with Jesus—
where we can notice what’s really going on inside us.

Psalm 32 reminds us what a gift it is to bring our whole selves to God: the parts
we’re proud of, and the parts we’d rather not name. When we stop carrying
everything alone, grace has room to breathe.

And in Matthew 4, when temptation presses in, Jesus meets it with trust in God’s
steady care. We come to that same God—patient, faithful, and kind.

So, with gentle honesty, and with hope for new life, let us pray our confession
together.

Prayer of Confession

All: Merciful God, you invite us into truth, not to shame us, but to heal us.
We confess that we look for life in what cannot satisfy — comfort, approval,
control, and security. We test you instead of trusting you. We bow to lesser

powers — success, anxiety, resentment, and fear — and our love grows
small.

Forgive us, unburden us, and restore us. Lead us through this Lenten
journey with Jesus and make us new for the joy of resurrection life.

In Christ’s name we pray, Amen.

Leader: Let us take a moment for silent confession and personal reflection.

Assurance of Pardon (Psalm 32; Matthew 4:1-11)

Leader: Hear the good news: “Happy are those whose transgression is
forgiven, whose sin is covered... You are my hiding place; you preserve me
from trouble; you surround me with steadfast love.”

In Jesus Christ, we are not condemned—we are forgiven, held, and led into new
life. So receive God’s mercy with gratitude, and walk forward in freedom.

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.

All: Thanks be to God! Amen

*Gloria Patri

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be.

World without end, amen! Amen.

Prayer for Illumination

Leader: Holy God, as we open your Word, quiet the noise within us. In the
wilderness of our lives, speak with clarity and grace. Uncover what we hide,
strengthen what is weak, and lead us in the way of life.

By your Spirit, help us hear Jesus clearly, trust you deeply, and follow faithfully
on this Lenten journey — until we are made new in the joy of resurrection.

In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Scripture Reading
Psalms 32 (Pew Bible Old Testament Pages #506-507)
Matthew 4:1-11 (Pew Bible New Testament Page #3)

Leader: This is the word of God for the people of God. And we all say:
People: Thanks be to God.
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In Christ’s name we pray, Amen.
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Assurance of Pardon (Psalm 32; Matthew 4:1-11)

Leader: Hear the good news: “Happy are those whose transgression is
forgiven, whose sin is covered... You are my hiding place; you preserve me
from trouble; you surround me with steadfast love.”

In Jesus Christ, we are not condemned—we are forgiven, held, and led into new
life. So receive God’s mercy with gratitude, and walk forward in freedom.

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.

All: Thanks be to God! Amen

*Gloria Patri

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be.

World without end, amen! Amen.
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wilderness of our lives, speak with clarity and grace. Uncover what we hide,
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By your Spirit, help us hear Jesus clearly, trust you deeply, and follow faithfully
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In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
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Psalms 32 (Pew Bible Old Testament Pages #506-507)
Matthew 4:1-11 (Pew Bible New Testament Page #3)
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us. Wherever you are on your faith journey, you are welcome here, and we
give thanks for the gift of worshiping together today!

Pastor Ken Killian

Mission of the Month Doctors Without Borders

Prelude I Surrender All

Belinda Vair Accompanist/Choir Director
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Call To Worship (Psalm 32; Matthew 4:1-11)
Leader: In the wilderness, Christ was tested—
People: and God’s Word held him steady.

Leader: In our own lives, we carry burdens, temptations, and fear.
People: Yet God invites us to come clean, to be honest, to be healed.

Pastor Ken

Leader: “Happy are those whose transgression is forgiven,” says the psalmist.
People: God is our hiding place; God surrounds us with steadfast love.

Leader: Lent is a journey—personal and communal— from what traps us to
what frees us, from old patterns to new life.
People: We walk this road with Jesus, trusting grace to remake us.

Leader: So come: not pretending, not proving, not performing — but returning.
People: We come to worship the God who forgives, guides, and renews.

All: Let us worship God.
(PLEASE RISE IN BODY OR IN SPIRIT)

*Opening Hymn #281 “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah”

Call to Confession Pastor Ken
Lent invites us into a quieter, truer space—a kind of wilderness with Jesus—
where we can notice what’s really going on inside us.

Psalm 32 reminds us what a gift it is to bring our whole selves to God: the parts
we’re proud of, and the parts we’d rather not name. When we stop carrying
everything alone, grace has room to breathe.

And in Matthew 4, when temptation presses in, Jesus meets it with trust in God’s
steady care. We come to that same God—patient, faithful, and kind.

So, with gentle honesty, and with hope for new life, let us pray our confession
together.

Prayer of Confession

All: Merciful God, you invite us into truth, not to shame us, but to heal us.
We confess that we look for life in what cannot satisfy — comfort, approval,
control, and security. We test you instead of trusting you. We bow to lesser

powers — success, anxiety, resentment, and fear — and our love grows
small.

Forgive us, unburden us, and restore us. Lead us through this Lenten
journey with Jesus and make us new for the joy of resurrection life.

In Christ’s name we pray, Amen.

Leader: Let us take a moment for silent confession and personal reflection.

Assurance of Pardon (Psalm 32; Matthew 4:1-11)

Leader: Hear the good news: “Happy are those whose transgression is
forgiven, whose sin is covered... You are my hiding place; you preserve me
from trouble; you surround me with steadfast love.”

In Jesus Christ, we are not condemned—we are forgiven, held, and led into new
life. So receive God’s mercy with gratitude, and walk forward in freedom.

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.

All: Thanks be to God! Amen

*Gloria Patri

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be.

World without end, amen! Amen.

Prayer for Illumination

Leader: Holy God, as we open your Word, quiet the noise within us. In the
wilderness of our lives, speak with clarity and grace. Uncover what we hide,
strengthen what is weak, and lead us in the way of life.

By your Spirit, help us hear Jesus clearly, trust you deeply, and follow faithfully
on this Lenten journey — until we are made new in the joy of resurrection.

In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Scripture Reading
Psalms 32 (Pew Bible Old Testament Pages #506-507)
Matthew 4:1-11 (Pew Bible New Testament Page #3)

Leader: This is the word of God for the people of God. And we all say:
People: Thanks be to God.
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we’re proud of, and the parts we’d rather not name. When we stop carrying
everything alone, grace has room to breathe.
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All: Merciful God, you invite us into truth, not to shame us, but to heal us.
We confess that we look for life in what cannot satisfy — comfort, approval,
control, and security. We test you instead of trusting you. We bow to lesser
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In Jesus Christ, we are not condemned—we are forgiven, held, and led into new
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In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.
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As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be.
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wilderness of our lives, speak with clarity and grace. Uncover what we hide,
strengthen what is weak, and lead us in the way of life.

By your Spirit, help us hear Jesus clearly, trust you deeply, and follow faithfully
on this Lenten journey — until we are made new in the joy of resurrection.

In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Scripture Reading
Psalms 32 (Pew Bible Old Testament Pages #506-507)
Matthew 4:1-11 (Pew Bible New Testament Page #3)

Leader: This is the word of God for the people of God. And we all say:
People: Thanks be to God.




Anthem  He is my Savoir, He is my Friend

Deacons’ February Birthdays

Pastoral Praver

Sermon  “Our Wilderness Journey” Pastor Ken
Prayers of the People (Sharing of Joys and Concerns)

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors and lead us not into
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power,

and the glory forever and ever. Amen

*Closing Hymn #391 “Take My Life” (verses 1-3, 6)

*Charge and Benediction

Choral Benediction

Postlude  Guide Me O Thou Great Jehovah

Belinda Vair Accompanist/Choir Director

Thank you to the Deacons
for providing us with today’s Coftee Hour

First Presbyterian Church of Johnstown, NY — YouTube link:
www.youtube.com/%40FirstPresbyterianJohnstown
Website Address: www.johnstownpresbyterian.org

BE GLAD
FHE LEI

ﬁ -ﬁ'.r.rn"

",-_E*

" iE i -||-.|||'

February 22, 2026 10:30am
Welcome to worship at the First Presbyterian Church, Johnstown. Whether

you are here in the sanctuary or joining us online, we are glad you are with
us. Wherever you are on your faith journey, you are welcome here, and we
give thanks for the gift of worshiping together today!

Pastor Ken Killian

Mission of the Month Doctors Without Borders

Prelude I Surrender All

Belinda Vair Accompanist/Choir Director

Choral Introit




Call To Worship (Psalm 32; Matthew 4:1-11)
Leader: In the wilderness, Christ was tested—
People: and God’s Word held him steady.

Leader: In our own lives, we carry burdens, temptations, and fear.
People: Yet God invites us to come clean, to be honest, to be healed.

Pastor Ken

Leader: “Happy are those whose transgression is forgiven,” says the psalmist.
People: God is our hiding place; God surrounds us with steadfast love.

Leader: Lent is a journey—personal and communal— from what traps us to
what frees us, from old patterns to new life.
People: We walk this road with Jesus, trusting grace to remake us.

Leader: So come: not pretending, not proving, not performing — but returning.
People: We come to worship the God who forgives, guides, and renews.

All: Let us worship God.
(PLEASE RISE IN BODY OR IN SPIRIT)

*Opening Hymn #281 “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah”

Call to Confession Pastor Ken
Lent invites us into a quieter, truer space—a kind of wilderness with Jesus—
where we can notice what’s really going on inside us.

Psalm 32 reminds us what a gift it is to bring our whole selves to God: the parts
we’re proud of, and the parts we’d rather not name. When we stop carrying
everything alone, grace has room to breathe.

And in Matthew 4, when temptation presses in, Jesus meets it with trust in God’s
steady care. We come to that same God—patient, faithful, and kind.

So, with gentle honesty, and with hope for new life, let us pray our confession
together.

Prayer of Confession

All: Merciful God, you invite us into truth, not to shame us, but to heal us.
We confess that we look for life in what cannot satisfy — comfort, approval,
control, and security. We test you instead of trusting you. We bow to lesser

powers — success, anxiety, resentment, and fear — and our love grows
small.

Forgive us, unburden us, and restore us. Lead us through this Lenten
journey with Jesus and make us new for the joy of resurrection life.

In Christ’s name we pray, Amen.

Leader: Let us take a moment for silent confession and personal reflection.

Assurance of Pardon (Psalm 32; Matthew 4:1-11)

Leader: Hear the good news: “Happy are those whose transgression is
forgiven, whose sin is covered... You are my hiding place; you preserve me
from trouble; you surround me with steadfast love.”

In Jesus Christ, we are not condemned—we are forgiven, held, and led into new
life. So receive God’s mercy with gratitude, and walk forward in freedom.

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.

All: Thanks be to God! Amen

*Gloria Patri

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be.

World without end, amen! Amen.

Prayer for Illumination

Leader: Holy God, as we open your Word, quiet the noise within us. In the
wilderness of our lives, speak with clarity and grace. Uncover what we hide,
strengthen what is weak, and lead us in the way of life.

By your Spirit, help us hear Jesus clearly, trust you deeply, and follow faithfully
on this Lenten journey — until we are made new in the joy of resurrection.

In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Scripture Reading
Psalms 32 (Pew Bible Old Testament Pages #506-507)
Matthew 4:1-11 (Pew Bible New Testament Page #3)

Leader: This is the word of God for the people of God. And we all say:
People: Thanks be to God.




Anthem  He is my Savoir, He is my Friend

Deacons’ February Birthdays

Pastoral Praver

Sermon  “Our Wilderness Journey” Pastor Ken
Prayers of the People (Sharing of Joys and Concerns)

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors and lead us not into
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power,

and the glory forever and ever. Amen

*Closing Hymn #391 “Take My Life” (verses 1-3, 6)

*Charge and Benediction

Choral Benediction

Postlude  Guide Me O Thou Great Jehovah

Belinda Vair Accompanist/Choir Director

Thank you to the Deacons
for providing us with today’s Coftee Hour

First Presbyterian Church of Johnstown, NY — YouTube link:
www.youtube.com/%40FirstPresbyterianJohnstown
Website Address: www.johnstownpresbyterian.org

BE GLAD
FHE LEI

ﬁ -ﬁ'.r.rn"

",-_E*

" iE i -||-.|||'

February 22, 2026 10:30am
Welcome to worship at the First Presbyterian Church, Johnstown. Whether

you are here in the sanctuary or joining us online, we are glad you are with
us. Wherever you are on your faith journey, you are welcome here, and we
give thanks for the gift of worshiping together today!

Pastor Ken Killian

Mission of the Month Doctors Without Borders

Prelude I Surrender All

Belinda Vair Accompanist/Choir Director

Choral Introit




Call To Worship (Psalm 32; Matthew 4:1-11)
Leader: In the wilderness, Christ was tested—
People: and God’s Word held him steady.

Leader: In our own lives, we carry burdens, temptations, and fear.
People: Yet God invites us to come clean, to be honest, to be healed.

Pastor Ken

Leader: “Happy are those whose transgression is forgiven,” says the psalmist.
People: God is our hiding place; God surrounds us with steadfast love.

Leader: Lent is a journey—personal and communal— from what traps us to
what frees us, from old patterns to new life.
People: We walk this road with Jesus, trusting grace to remake us.

Leader: So come: not pretending, not proving, not performing — but returning.
People: We come to worship the God who forgives, guides, and renews.

All: Let us worship God.
(PLEASE RISE IN BODY OR IN SPIRIT)

*Opening Hymn #281 “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah”

Call to Confession Pastor Ken
Lent invites us into a quieter, truer space—a kind of wilderness with Jesus—
where we can notice what’s really going on inside us.

Psalm 32 reminds us what a gift it is to bring our whole selves to God: the parts
we’re proud of, and the parts we’d rather not name. When we stop carrying
everything alone, grace has room to breathe.

And in Matthew 4, when temptation presses in, Jesus meets it with trust in God’s
steady care. We come to that same God—patient, faithful, and kind.

So, with gentle honesty, and with hope for new life, let us pray our confession
together.

Prayer of Confession

All: Merciful God, you invite us into truth, not to shame us, but to heal us.
We confess that we look for life in what cannot satisfy — comfort, approval,
control, and security. We test you instead of trusting you. We bow to lesser

powers — success, anxiety, resentment, and fear — and our love grows
small.

Forgive us, unburden us, and restore us. Lead us through this Lenten
journey with Jesus and make us new for the joy of resurrection life.

In Christ’s name we pray, Amen.

Leader: Let us take a moment for silent confession and personal reflection.

Assurance of Pardon (Psalm 32; Matthew 4:1-11)

Leader: Hear the good news: “Happy are those whose transgression is
forgiven, whose sin is covered... You are my hiding place; you preserve me
from trouble; you surround me with steadfast love.”

In Jesus Christ, we are not condemned—we are forgiven, held, and led into new
life. So receive God’s mercy with gratitude, and walk forward in freedom.

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.

All: Thanks be to God! Amen

*Gloria Patri

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be.

World without end, amen! Amen.

Prayer for Illumination

Leader: Holy God, as we open your Word, quiet the noise within us. In the
wilderness of our lives, speak with clarity and grace. Uncover what we hide,
strengthen what is weak, and lead us in the way of life.

By your Spirit, help us hear Jesus clearly, trust you deeply, and follow faithfully
on this Lenten journey — until we are made new in the joy of resurrection.

In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Scripture Reading
Psalms 32 (Pew Bible Old Testament Pages #506-507)
Matthew 4:1-11 (Pew Bible New Testament Page #3)

Leader: This is the word of God for the people of God. And we all say:
People: Thanks be to God.
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and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors and lead us not into
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power,

and the glory forever and ever. Amen
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Call To Worship (Psalm 32; Matthew 4:1-11)
Leader: In the wilderness, Christ was tested—
People: and God’s Word held him steady.

Leader: In our own lives, we carry burdens, temptations, and fear.
People: Yet God invites us to come clean, to be honest, to be healed.

Pastor Ken

Leader: “Happy are those whose transgression is forgiven,” says the psalmist.
People: God is our hiding place; God surrounds us with steadfast love.

Leader: Lent is a journey—personal and communal— from what traps us to
what frees us, from old patterns to new life.
People: We walk this road with Jesus, trusting grace to remake us.

Leader: So come: not pretending, not proving, not performing — but returning.
People: We come to worship the God who forgives, guides, and renews.

All: Let us worship God.
(PLEASE RISE IN BODY OR IN SPIRIT)

*Opening Hymn #281 “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah”

Call to Confession Pastor Ken
Lent invites us into a quieter, truer space—a kind of wilderness with Jesus—
where we can notice what’s really going on inside us.

Psalm 32 reminds us what a gift it is to bring our whole selves to God: the parts
we’re proud of, and the parts we’d rather not name. When we stop carrying
everything alone, grace has room to breathe.

And in Matthew 4, when temptation presses in, Jesus meets it with trust in God’s
steady care. We come to that same God—patient, faithful, and kind.

So, with gentle honesty, and with hope for new life, let us pray our confession
together.

Prayer of Confession

All: Merciful God, you invite us into truth, not to shame us, but to heal us.
We confess that we look for life in what cannot satisfy — comfort, approval,
control, and security. We test you instead of trusting you. We bow to lesser

powers — success, anxiety, resentment, and fear — and our love grows
small.

Forgive us, unburden us, and restore us. Lead us through this Lenten
journey with Jesus and make us new for the joy of resurrection life.

In Christ’s name we pray, Amen.

Leader: Let us take a moment for silent confession and personal reflection.

Assurance of Pardon (Psalm 32; Matthew 4:1-11)

Leader: Hear the good news: “Happy are those whose transgression is
forgiven, whose sin is covered... You are my hiding place; you preserve me
from trouble; you surround me with steadfast love.”

In Jesus Christ, we are not condemned—we are forgiven, held, and led into new
life. So receive God’s mercy with gratitude, and walk forward in freedom.

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.

All: Thanks be to God! Amen

*Gloria Patri

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be.

World without end, amen! Amen.

Prayer for Illumination

Leader: Holy God, as we open your Word, quiet the noise within us. In the
wilderness of our lives, speak with clarity and grace. Uncover what we hide,
strengthen what is weak, and lead us in the way of life.

By your Spirit, help us hear Jesus clearly, trust you deeply, and follow faithfully
on this Lenten journey — until we are made new in the joy of resurrection.

In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Scripture Reading
Psalms 32 (Pew Bible Old Testament Pages #506-507)
Matthew 4:1-11 (Pew Bible New Testament Page #3)

Leader: This is the word of God for the people of God. And we all say:
People: Thanks be to God.
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Call To Worship (Psalm 32; Matthew 4:1-11)
Leader: In the wilderness, Christ was tested—
People: and God’s Word held him steady.

Leader: In our own lives, we carry burdens, temptations, and fear.
People: Yet God invites us to come clean, to be honest, to be healed.

Pastor Ken

Leader: “Happy are those whose transgression is forgiven,” says the psalmist.
People: God is our hiding place; God surrounds us with steadfast love.

Leader: Lent is a journey—personal and communal— from what traps us to
what frees us, from old patterns to new life.
People: We walk this road with Jesus, trusting grace to remake us.

Leader: So come: not pretending, not proving, not performing — but returning.
People: We come to worship the God who forgives, guides, and renews.

All: Let us worship God.
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*Opening Hymn #281 “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah”
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Lent invites us into a quieter, truer space—a kind of wilderness with Jesus—
where we can notice what’s really going on inside us.

Psalm 32 reminds us what a gift it is to bring our whole selves to God: the parts
we’re proud of, and the parts we’d rather not name. When we stop carrying
everything alone, grace has room to breathe.

And in Matthew 4, when temptation presses in, Jesus meets it with trust in God’s
steady care. We come to that same God—patient, faithful, and kind.

So, with gentle honesty, and with hope for new life, let us pray our confession
together.

Prayer of Confession

All: Merciful God, you invite us into truth, not to shame us, but to heal us.
We confess that we look for life in what cannot satisfy — comfort, approval,
control, and security. We test you instead of trusting you. We bow to lesser

powers — success, anxiety, resentment, and fear — and our love grows
small.

Forgive us, unburden us, and restore us. Lead us through this Lenten
journey with Jesus and make us new for the joy of resurrection life.

In Christ’s name we pray, Amen.

Leader: Let us take a moment for silent confession and personal reflection.

Assurance of Pardon (Psalm 32; Matthew 4:1-11)

Leader: Hear the good news: “Happy are those whose transgression is
forgiven, whose sin is covered... You are my hiding place; you preserve me
from trouble; you surround me with steadfast love.”

In Jesus Christ, we are not condemned—we are forgiven, held, and led into new
life. So receive God’s mercy with gratitude, and walk forward in freedom.

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.

All: Thanks be to God! Amen

*Gloria Patri

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be.

World without end, amen! Amen.

Prayer for Illumination

Leader: Holy God, as we open your Word, quiet the noise within us. In the
wilderness of our lives, speak with clarity and grace. Uncover what we hide,
strengthen what is weak, and lead us in the way of life.

By your Spirit, help us hear Jesus clearly, trust you deeply, and follow faithfully
on this Lenten journey — until we are made new in the joy of resurrection.

In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Scripture Reading
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Matthew 4:1-11 (Pew Bible New Testament Page #3)

Leader: This is the word of God for the people of God. And we all say:
People: Thanks be to God.
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People: and God’s Word held him steady.

Leader: In our own lives, we carry burdens, temptations, and fear.
People: Yet God invites us to come clean, to be honest, to be healed.
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Leader: “Happy are those whose transgression is forgiven,” says the psalmist.
People: God is our hiding place; God surrounds us with steadfast love.

Leader: Lent is a journey—personal and communal— from what traps us to
what frees us, from old patterns to new life.
People: We walk this road with Jesus, trusting grace to remake us.

Leader: So come: not pretending, not proving, not performing — but returning.
People: We come to worship the God who forgives, guides, and renews.

All: Let us worship God.
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*Opening Hymn #281 “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah”

Call to Confession Pastor Ken
Lent invites us into a quieter, truer space—a kind of wilderness with Jesus—
where we can notice what’s really going on inside us.

Psalm 32 reminds us what a gift it is to bring our whole selves to God: the parts
we’re proud of, and the parts we’d rather not name. When we stop carrying
everything alone, grace has room to breathe.

And in Matthew 4, when temptation presses in, Jesus meets it with trust in God’s
steady care. We come to that same God—patient, faithful, and kind.

So, with gentle honesty, and with hope for new life, let us pray our confession
together.

Prayer of Confession

All: Merciful God, you invite us into truth, not to shame us, but to heal us.
We confess that we look for life in what cannot satisfy — comfort, approval,
control, and security. We test you instead of trusting you. We bow to lesser

powers — success, anxiety, resentment, and fear — and our love grows
small.

Forgive us, unburden us, and restore us. Lead us through this Lenten
journey with Jesus and make us new for the joy of resurrection life.

In Christ’s name we pray, Amen.

Leader: Let us take a moment for silent confession and personal reflection.

Assurance of Pardon (Psalm 32; Matthew 4:1-11)

Leader: Hear the good news: “Happy are those whose transgression is
forgiven, whose sin is covered... You are my hiding place; you preserve me
from trouble; you surround me with steadfast love.”

In Jesus Christ, we are not condemned—we are forgiven, held, and led into new
life. So receive God’s mercy with gratitude, and walk forward in freedom.

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.

All: Thanks be to God! Amen

*Gloria Patri

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be.

World without end, amen! Amen.

Prayer for Illumination

Leader: Holy God, as we open your Word, quiet the noise within us. In the
wilderness of our lives, speak with clarity and grace. Uncover what we hide,
strengthen what is weak, and lead us in the way of life.

By your Spirit, help us hear Jesus clearly, trust you deeply, and follow faithfully
on this Lenten journey — until we are made new in the joy of resurrection.

In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Scripture Reading
Psalms 32 (Pew Bible Old Testament Pages #506-507)
Matthew 4:1-11 (Pew Bible New Testament Page #3)

Leader: This is the word of God for the people of God. And we all say:
People: Thanks be to God.
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Call To Worship (Psalm 32; Matthew 4:1-11)
Leader: In the wilderness, Christ was tested—
People: and God’s Word held him steady.

Leader: In our own lives, we carry burdens, temptations, and fear.
People: Yet God invites us to come clean, to be honest, to be healed.

Pastor Ken

Leader: “Happy are those whose transgression is forgiven,” says the psalmist.
People: God is our hiding place; God surrounds us with steadfast love.

Leader: Lent is a journey—personal and communal— from what traps us to
what frees us, from old patterns to new life.
People: We walk this road with Jesus, trusting grace to remake us.

Leader: So come: not pretending, not proving, not performing — but returning.
People: We come to worship the God who forgives, guides, and renews.

All: Let us worship God.
(PLEASE RISE IN BODY OR IN SPIRIT)

*Opening Hymn #281 “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah”

Call to Confession Pastor Ken
Lent invites us into a quieter, truer space—a kind of wilderness with Jesus—
where we can notice what’s really going on inside us.

Psalm 32 reminds us what a gift it is to bring our whole selves to God: the parts
we’re proud of, and the parts we’d rather not name. When we stop carrying
everything alone, grace has room to breathe.

And in Matthew 4, when temptation presses in, Jesus meets it with trust in God’s
steady care. We come to that same God—patient, faithful, and kind.

So, with gentle honesty, and with hope for new life, let us pray our confession
together.

Prayer of Confession

All: Merciful God, you invite us into truth, not to shame us, but to heal us.
We confess that we look for life in what cannot satisfy — comfort, approval,
control, and security. We test you instead of trusting you. We bow to lesser

powers — success, anxiety, resentment, and fear — and our love grows
small.

Forgive us, unburden us, and restore us. Lead us through this Lenten
journey with Jesus and make us new for the joy of resurrection life.

In Christ’s name we pray, Amen.

Leader: Let us take a moment for silent confession and personal reflection.

Assurance of Pardon (Psalm 32; Matthew 4:1-11)

Leader: Hear the good news: “Happy are those whose transgression is
forgiven, whose sin is covered... You are my hiding place; you preserve me
from trouble; you surround me with steadfast love.”

In Jesus Christ, we are not condemned—we are forgiven, held, and led into new
life. So receive God’s mercy with gratitude, and walk forward in freedom.

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.

All: Thanks be to God! Amen

*Gloria Patri

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be.

World without end, amen! Amen.

Prayer for Illumination

Leader: Holy God, as we open your Word, quiet the noise within us. In the
wilderness of our lives, speak with clarity and grace. Uncover what we hide,
strengthen what is weak, and lead us in the way of life.

By your Spirit, help us hear Jesus clearly, trust you deeply, and follow faithfully
on this Lenten journey — until we are made new in the joy of resurrection.

In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Scripture Reading
Psalms 32 (Pew Bible Old Testament Pages #506-507)
Matthew 4:1-11 (Pew Bible New Testament Page #3)

Leader: This is the word of God for the people of God. And we all say:
People: Thanks be to God.
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Leader: In the wilderness, Christ was tested—
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Leader: In our own lives, we carry burdens, temptations, and fear.
People: Yet God invites us to come clean, to be honest, to be healed.
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People: God is our hiding place; God surrounds us with steadfast love.
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People: We come to worship the God who forgives, guides, and renews.
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Lent invites us into a quieter, truer space—a kind of wilderness with Jesus—
where we can notice what’s really going on inside us.

Psalm 32 reminds us what a gift it is to bring our whole selves to God: the parts
we’re proud of, and the parts we’d rather not name. When we stop carrying
everything alone, grace has room to breathe.

And in Matthew 4, when temptation presses in, Jesus meets it with trust in God’s
steady care. We come to that same God—patient, faithful, and kind.

So, with gentle honesty, and with hope for new life, let us pray our confession
together.
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All: Merciful God, you invite us into truth, not to shame us, but to heal us.
We confess that we look for life in what cannot satisfy — comfort, approval,
control, and security. We test you instead of trusting you. We bow to lesser

powers — success, anxiety, resentment, and fear — and our love grows
small.

Forgive us, unburden us, and restore us. Lead us through this Lenten
journey with Jesus and make us new for the joy of resurrection life.

In Christ’s name we pray, Amen.

Leader: Let us take a moment for silent confession and personal reflection.

Assurance of Pardon (Psalm 32; Matthew 4:1-11)

Leader: Hear the good news: “Happy are those whose transgression is
forgiven, whose sin is covered... You are my hiding place; you preserve me
from trouble; you surround me with steadfast love.”

In Jesus Christ, we are not condemned—we are forgiven, held, and led into new
life. So receive God’s mercy with gratitude, and walk forward in freedom.

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.

All: Thanks be to God! Amen

*Gloria Patri

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be.

World without end, amen! Amen.

Prayer for Illumination

Leader: Holy God, as we open your Word, quiet the noise within us. In the
wilderness of our lives, speak with clarity and grace. Uncover what we hide,
strengthen what is weak, and lead us in the way of life.

By your Spirit, help us hear Jesus clearly, trust you deeply, and follow faithfully
on this Lenten journey — until we are made new in the joy of resurrection.

In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Scripture Reading
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Leader: This is the word of God for the people of God. And we all say:
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Psalm 32 reminds us what a gift it is to bring our whole selves to God: the parts
we’re proud of, and the parts we’d rather not name. When we stop carrying
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together.
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All: Merciful God, you invite us into truth, not to shame us, but to heal us.
We confess that we look for life in what cannot satisfy — comfort, approval,
control, and security. We test you instead of trusting you. We bow to lesser

powers — success, anxiety, resentment, and fear — and our love grows
small.

Forgive us, unburden us, and restore us. Lead us through this Lenten
journey with Jesus and make us new for the joy of resurrection life.

In Christ’s name we pray, Amen.

Leader: Let us take a moment for silent confession and personal reflection.

Assurance of Pardon (Psalm 32; Matthew 4:1-11)

Leader: Hear the good news: “Happy are those whose transgression is
forgiven, whose sin is covered... You are my hiding place; you preserve me
from trouble; you surround me with steadfast love.”

In Jesus Christ, we are not condemned—we are forgiven, held, and led into new
life. So receive God’s mercy with gratitude, and walk forward in freedom.

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.

All: Thanks be to God! Amen

*Gloria Patri

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be.

World without end, amen! Amen.

Prayer for Illumination

Leader: Holy God, as we open your Word, quiet the noise within us. In the
wilderness of our lives, speak with clarity and grace. Uncover what we hide,
strengthen what is weak, and lead us in the way of life.

By your Spirit, help us hear Jesus clearly, trust you deeply, and follow faithfully
on this Lenten journey — until we are made new in the joy of resurrection.

In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Scripture Reading
Psalms 32 (Pew Bible Old Testament Pages #506-507)
Matthew 4:1-11 (Pew Bible New Testament Page #3)

Leader: This is the word of God for the people of God. And we all say:
People: Thanks be to God.




Anthem  He is my Savoir, He is my Friend

Deacons’ February Birthdays

Pastoral Praver

Sermon  “Our Wilderness Journey” Pastor Ken
Prayers of the People (Sharing of Joys and Concerns)

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors and lead us not into
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power,

and the glory forever and ever. Amen

*Closing Hymn #391 “Take My Life” (verses 1-3, 6)

*Charge and Benediction

Choral Benediction

Postlude  Guide Me O Thou Great Jehovah

Belinda Vair Accompanist/Choir Director

Thank you to the Deacons
for providing us with today’s Coftee Hour
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you are here in the sanctuary or joining us online, we are glad you are with
us. Wherever you are on your faith journey, you are welcome here, and we
give thanks for the gift of worshiping together today!
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Leader: So come: not pretending, not proving, not performing — but returning.
People: We come to worship the God who forgives, guides, and renews.

All: Let us worship God.
(PLEASE RISE IN BODY OR IN SPIRIT)

*Opening Hymn #281 “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah”
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Lent invites us into a quieter, truer space—a kind of wilderness with Jesus—
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we’re proud of, and the parts we’d rather not name. When we stop carrying
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People: We walk this road with Jesus, trusting grace to remake us.

Leader: So come: not pretending, not proving, not performing — but returning.
People: We come to worship the God who forgives, guides, and renews.

All: Let us worship God.
(PLEASE RISE IN BODY OR IN SPIRIT)

*Opening Hymn #281 “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah”

Call to Confession Pastor Ken
Lent invites us into a quieter, truer space—a kind of wilderness with Jesus—
where we can notice what’s really going on inside us.

Psalm 32 reminds us what a gift it is to bring our whole selves to God: the parts
we’re proud of, and the parts we’d rather not name. When we stop carrying
everything alone, grace has room to breathe.

And in Matthew 4, when temptation presses in, Jesus meets it with trust in God’s
steady care. We come to that same God—patient, faithful, and kind.

So, with gentle honesty, and with hope for new life, let us pray our confession
together.

Prayer of Confession

All: Merciful God, you invite us into truth, not to shame us, but to heal us.
We confess that we look for life in what cannot satisfy — comfort, approval,
control, and security. We test you instead of trusting you. We bow to lesser

powers — success, anxiety, resentment, and fear — and our love grows
small.

Forgive us, unburden us, and restore us. Lead us through this Lenten
journey with Jesus and make us new for the joy of resurrection life.

In Christ’s name we pray, Amen.

Leader: Let us take a moment for silent confession and personal reflection.

Assurance of Pardon (Psalm 32; Matthew 4:1-11)

Leader: Hear the good news: “Happy are those whose transgression is
forgiven, whose sin is covered... You are my hiding place; you preserve me
from trouble; you surround me with steadfast love.”

In Jesus Christ, we are not condemned—we are forgiven, held, and led into new
life. So receive God’s mercy with gratitude, and walk forward in freedom.

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.

All: Thanks be to God! Amen

*Gloria Patri

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be.

World without end, amen! Amen.

Prayer for Illumination

Leader: Holy God, as we open your Word, quiet the noise within us. In the
wilderness of our lives, speak with clarity and grace. Uncover what we hide,
strengthen what is weak, and lead us in the way of life.

By your Spirit, help us hear Jesus clearly, trust you deeply, and follow faithfully
on this Lenten journey — until we are made new in the joy of resurrection.

In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Scripture Reading
Psalms 32 (Pew Bible Old Testament Pages #506-507)
Matthew 4:1-11 (Pew Bible New Testament Page #3)

Leader: This is the word of God for the people of God. And we all say:
People: Thanks be to God.
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Call To Worship (Psalm 32; Matthew 4:1-11)
Leader: In the wilderness, Christ was tested—
People: and God’s Word held him steady.

Leader: In our own lives, we carry burdens, temptations, and fear.
People: Yet God invites us to come clean, to be honest, to be healed.

Pastor Ken

Leader: “Happy are those whose transgression is forgiven,” says the psalmist.
People: God is our hiding place; God surrounds us with steadfast love.

Leader: Lent is a journey—personal and communal— from what traps us to
what frees us, from old patterns to new life.
People: We walk this road with Jesus, trusting grace to remake us.

Leader: So come: not pretending, not proving, not performing — but returning.
People: We come to worship the God who forgives, guides, and renews.

All: Let us worship God.
(PLEASE RISE IN BODY OR IN SPIRIT)

*Opening Hymn #281 “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah”

Call to Confession Pastor Ken
Lent invites us into a quieter, truer space—a kind of wilderness with Jesus—
where we can notice what’s really going on inside us.

Psalm 32 reminds us what a gift it is to bring our whole selves to God: the parts
we’re proud of, and the parts we’d rather not name. When we stop carrying
everything alone, grace has room to breathe.

And in Matthew 4, when temptation presses in, Jesus meets it with trust in God’s
steady care. We come to that same God—patient, faithful, and kind.

So, with gentle honesty, and with hope for new life, let us pray our confession
together.

Prayer of Confession

All: Merciful God, you invite us into truth, not to shame us, but to heal us.
We confess that we look for life in what cannot satisfy — comfort, approval,
control, and security. We test you instead of trusting you. We bow to lesser

powers — success, anxiety, resentment, and fear — and our love grows
small.

Forgive us, unburden us, and restore us. Lead us through this Lenten
journey with Jesus and make us new for the joy of resurrection life.

In Christ’s name we pray, Amen.

Leader: Let us take a moment for silent confession and personal reflection.

Assurance of Pardon (Psalm 32; Matthew 4:1-11)

Leader: Hear the good news: “Happy are those whose transgression is
forgiven, whose sin is covered... You are my hiding place; you preserve me
from trouble; you surround me with steadfast love.”

In Jesus Christ, we are not condemned—we are forgiven, held, and led into new
life. So receive God’s mercy with gratitude, and walk forward in freedom.

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.

All: Thanks be to God! Amen

*Gloria Patri

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be.

World without end, amen! Amen.

Prayer for Illumination

Leader: Holy God, as we open your Word, quiet the noise within us. In the
wilderness of our lives, speak with clarity and grace. Uncover what we hide,
strengthen what is weak, and lead us in the way of life.

By your Spirit, help us hear Jesus clearly, trust you deeply, and follow faithfully
on this Lenten journey — until we are made new in the joy of resurrection.

In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Scripture Reading
Psalms 32 (Pew Bible Old Testament Pages #506-507)
Matthew 4:1-11 (Pew Bible New Testament Page #3)

Leader: This is the word of God for the people of God. And we all say:
People: Thanks be to God.
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Call To Worship (Psalm 32; Matthew 4:1-11)
Leader: In the wilderness, Christ was tested—
People: and God’s Word held him steady.

Leader: In our own lives, we carry burdens, temptations, and fear.
People: Yet God invites us to come clean, to be honest, to be healed.

Pastor Ken

Leader: “Happy are those whose transgression is forgiven,” says the psalmist.
People: God is our hiding place; God surrounds us with steadfast love.

Leader: Lent is a journey—personal and communal— from what traps us to
what frees us, from old patterns to new life.
People: We walk this road with Jesus, trusting grace to remake us.

Leader: So come: not pretending, not proving, not performing — but returning.
People: We come to worship the God who forgives, guides, and renews.

All: Let us worship God.
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*Opening Hymn #281 “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah”
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Lent invites us into a quieter, truer space—a kind of wilderness with Jesus—
where we can notice what’s really going on inside us.

Psalm 32 reminds us what a gift it is to bring our whole selves to God: the parts
we’re proud of, and the parts we’d rather not name. When we stop carrying
everything alone, grace has room to breathe.

And in Matthew 4, when temptation presses in, Jesus meets it with trust in God’s
steady care. We come to that same God—patient, faithful, and kind.

So, with gentle honesty, and with hope for new life, let us pray our confession
together.

Prayer of Confession

All: Merciful God, you invite us into truth, not to shame us, but to heal us.
We confess that we look for life in what cannot satisfy — comfort, approval,
control, and security. We test you instead of trusting you. We bow to lesser

powers — success, anxiety, resentment, and fear — and our love grows
small.

Forgive us, unburden us, and restore us. Lead us through this Lenten
journey with Jesus and make us new for the joy of resurrection life.

In Christ’s name we pray, Amen.

Leader: Let us take a moment for silent confession and personal reflection.

Assurance of Pardon (Psalm 32; Matthew 4:1-11)

Leader: Hear the good news: “Happy are those whose transgression is
forgiven, whose sin is covered... You are my hiding place; you preserve me
from trouble; you surround me with steadfast love.”

In Jesus Christ, we are not condemned—we are forgiven, held, and led into new
life. So receive God’s mercy with gratitude, and walk forward in freedom.

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.

All: Thanks be to God! Amen

*Gloria Patri

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be.

World without end, amen! Amen.

Prayer for Illumination

Leader: Holy God, as we open your Word, quiet the noise within us. In the
wilderness of our lives, speak with clarity and grace. Uncover what we hide,
strengthen what is weak, and lead us in the way of life.

By your Spirit, help us hear Jesus clearly, trust you deeply, and follow faithfully
on this Lenten journey — until we are made new in the joy of resurrection.

In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Scripture Reading
Psalms 32 (Pew Bible Old Testament Pages #506-507)
Matthew 4:1-11 (Pew Bible New Testament Page #3)

Leader: This is the word of God for the people of God. And we all say:
People: Thanks be to God.
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Call To Worship (Psalm 32; Matthew 4:1-11)
Leader: In the wilderness, Christ was tested—
People: and God’s Word held him steady.

Leader: In our own lives, we carry burdens, temptations, and fear.
People: Yet God invites us to come clean, to be honest, to be healed.

Pastor Ken

Leader: “Happy are those whose transgression is forgiven,” says the psalmist.
People: God is our hiding place; God surrounds us with steadfast love.

Leader: Lent is a journey—personal and communal— from what traps us to
what frees us, from old patterns to new life.
People: We walk this road with Jesus, trusting grace to remake us.

Leader: So come: not pretending, not proving, not performing — but returning.
People: We come to worship the God who forgives, guides, and renews.

All: Let us worship God.
(PLEASE RISE IN BODY OR IN SPIRIT)

*Opening Hymn #281 “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah”

Call to Confession Pastor Ken
Lent invites us into a quieter, truer space—a kind of wilderness with Jesus—
where we can notice what’s really going on inside us.

Psalm 32 reminds us what a gift it is to bring our whole selves to God: the parts
we’re proud of, and the parts we’d rather not name. When we stop carrying
everything alone, grace has room to breathe.

And in Matthew 4, when temptation presses in, Jesus meets it with trust in God’s
steady care. We come to that same God—patient, faithful, and kind.

So, with gentle honesty, and with hope for new life, let us pray our confession
together.

Prayer of Confession

All: Merciful God, you invite us into truth, not to shame us, but to heal us.
We confess that we look for life in what cannot satisfy — comfort, approval,
control, and security. We test you instead of trusting you. We bow to lesser

powers — success, anxiety, resentment, and fear — and our love grows
small.

Forgive us, unburden us, and restore us. Lead us through this Lenten
journey with Jesus and make us new for the joy of resurrection life.

In Christ’s name we pray, Amen.

Leader: Let us take a moment for silent confession and personal reflection.

Assurance of Pardon (Psalm 32; Matthew 4:1-11)

Leader: Hear the good news: “Happy are those whose transgression is
forgiven, whose sin is covered... You are my hiding place; you preserve me
from trouble; you surround me with steadfast love.”

In Jesus Christ, we are not condemned—we are forgiven, held, and led into new
life. So receive God’s mercy with gratitude, and walk forward in freedom.

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.

All: Thanks be to God! Amen

*Gloria Patri

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be.

World without end, amen! Amen.

Prayer for Illumination

Leader: Holy God, as we open your Word, quiet the noise within us. In the
wilderness of our lives, speak with clarity and grace. Uncover what we hide,
strengthen what is weak, and lead us in the way of life.

By your Spirit, help us hear Jesus clearly, trust you deeply, and follow faithfully
on this Lenten journey — until we are made new in the joy of resurrection.

In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Scripture Reading
Psalms 32 (Pew Bible Old Testament Pages #506-507)
Matthew 4:1-11 (Pew Bible New Testament Page #3)

Leader: This is the word of God for the people of God. And we all say:
People: Thanks be to God.
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Call To Worship (Psalm 32; Matthew 4:1-11)
Leader: In the wilderness, Christ was tested—
People: and God’s Word held him steady.

Leader: In our own lives, we carry burdens, temptations, and fear.
People: Yet God invites us to come clean, to be honest, to be healed.

Pastor Ken

Leader: “Happy are those whose transgression is forgiven,” says the psalmist.
People: God is our hiding place; God surrounds us with steadfast love.

Leader: Lent is a journey—personal and communal— from what traps us to
what frees us, from old patterns to new life.
People: We walk this road with Jesus, trusting grace to remake us.

Leader: So come: not pretending, not proving, not performing — but returning.
People: We come to worship the God who forgives, guides, and renews.

All: Let us worship God.
(PLEASE RISE IN BODY OR IN SPIRIT)

*Opening Hymn #281 “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah”

Call to Confession Pastor Ken
Lent invites us into a quieter, truer space—a kind of wilderness with Jesus—
where we can notice what’s really going on inside us.

Psalm 32 reminds us what a gift it is to bring our whole selves to God: the parts
we’re proud of, and the parts we’d rather not name. When we stop carrying
everything alone, grace has room to breathe.

And in Matthew 4, when temptation presses in, Jesus meets it with trust in God’s
steady care. We come to that same God—patient, faithful, and kind.

So, with gentle honesty, and with hope for new life, let us pray our confession
together.

Prayer of Confession

All: Merciful God, you invite us into truth, not to shame us, but to heal us.
We confess that we look for life in what cannot satisfy — comfort, approval,
control, and security. We test you instead of trusting you. We bow to lesser

powers — success, anxiety, resentment, and fear — and our love grows
small.

Forgive us, unburden us, and restore us. Lead us through this Lenten
journey with Jesus and make us new for the joy of resurrection life.

In Christ’s name we pray, Amen.

Leader: Let us take a moment for silent confession and personal reflection.

Assurance of Pardon (Psalm 32; Matthew 4:1-11)

Leader: Hear the good news: “Happy are those whose transgression is
forgiven, whose sin is covered... You are my hiding place; you preserve me
from trouble; you surround me with steadfast love.”

In Jesus Christ, we are not condemned—we are forgiven, held, and led into new
life. So receive God’s mercy with gratitude, and walk forward in freedom.

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.

All: Thanks be to God! Amen

*Gloria Patri

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be.

World without end, amen! Amen.

Prayer for Illumination

Leader: Holy God, as we open your Word, quiet the noise within us. In the
wilderness of our lives, speak with clarity and grace. Uncover what we hide,
strengthen what is weak, and lead us in the way of life.

By your Spirit, help us hear Jesus clearly, trust you deeply, and follow faithfully
on this Lenten journey — until we are made new in the joy of resurrection.

In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Scripture Reading
Psalms 32 (Pew Bible Old Testament Pages #506-507)
Matthew 4:1-11 (Pew Bible New Testament Page #3)

Leader: This is the word of God for the people of God. And we all say:
People: Thanks be to God.
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Leader: In our own lives, we carry burdens, temptations, and fear.
People: Yet God invites us to come clean, to be honest, to be healed.
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Psalm 32 reminds us what a gift it is to bring our whole selves to God: the parts
we’re proud of, and the parts we’d rather not name. When we stop carrying
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All: Merciful God, you invite us into truth, not to shame us, but to heal us.
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powers — success, anxiety, resentment, and fear — and our love grows
small.

Forgive us, unburden us, and restore us. Lead us through this Lenten
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In Christ’s name we pray, Amen.
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Leader: Hear the good news: “Happy are those whose transgression is
forgiven, whose sin is covered... You are my hiding place; you preserve me
from trouble; you surround me with steadfast love.”

In Jesus Christ, we are not condemned—we are forgiven, held, and led into new
life. So receive God’s mercy with gratitude, and walk forward in freedom.

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.

All: Thanks be to God! Amen

*Gloria Patri

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be.

World without end, amen! Amen.
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Leader: Holy God, as we open your Word, quiet the noise within us. In the
wilderness of our lives, speak with clarity and grace. Uncover what we hide,
strengthen what is weak, and lead us in the way of life.

By your Spirit, help us hear Jesus clearly, trust you deeply, and follow faithfully
on this Lenten journey — until we are made new in the joy of resurrection.

In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
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you are here in the sanctuary or joining us online, we are glad you are with
us. Wherever you are on your faith journey, you are welcome here, and we
give thanks for the gift of worshiping together today!

Pastor Ken Killian

Mission of the Month Doctors Without Borders

Prelude I Surrender All
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Choral Introit




Call To Worship (Psalm 32; Matthew 4:1-11)
Leader: In the wilderness, Christ was tested—
People: and God’s Word held him steady.

Leader: In our own lives, we carry burdens, temptations, and fear.
People: Yet God invites us to come clean, to be honest, to be healed.

Pastor Ken

Leader: “Happy are those whose transgression is forgiven,” says the psalmist.
People: God is our hiding place; God surrounds us with steadfast love.

Leader: Lent is a journey—personal and communal— from what traps us to
what frees us, from old patterns to new life.
People: We walk this road with Jesus, trusting grace to remake us.

Leader: So come: not pretending, not proving, not performing — but returning.
People: We come to worship the God who forgives, guides, and renews.

All: Let us worship God.
(PLEASE RISE IN BODY OR IN SPIRIT)

*Opening Hymn #281 “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah”

Call to Confession Pastor Ken
Lent invites us into a quieter, truer space—a kind of wilderness with Jesus—
where we can notice what’s really going on inside us.

Psalm 32 reminds us what a gift it is to bring our whole selves to God: the parts
we’re proud of, and the parts we’d rather not name. When we stop carrying
everything alone, grace has room to breathe.

And in Matthew 4, when temptation presses in, Jesus meets it with trust in God’s
steady care. We come to that same God—patient, faithful, and kind.

So, with gentle honesty, and with hope for new life, let us pray our confession
together.

Prayer of Confession

All: Merciful God, you invite us into truth, not to shame us, but to heal us.
We confess that we look for life in what cannot satisfy — comfort, approval,
control, and security. We test you instead of trusting you. We bow to lesser

powers — success, anxiety, resentment, and fear — and our love grows
small.

Forgive us, unburden us, and restore us. Lead us through this Lenten
journey with Jesus and make us new for the joy of resurrection life.

In Christ’s name we pray, Amen.

Leader: Let us take a moment for silent confession and personal reflection.

Assurance of Pardon (Psalm 32; Matthew 4:1-11)

Leader: Hear the good news: “Happy are those whose transgression is
forgiven, whose sin is covered... You are my hiding place; you preserve me
from trouble; you surround me with steadfast love.”

In Jesus Christ, we are not condemned—we are forgiven, held, and led into new
life. So receive God’s mercy with gratitude, and walk forward in freedom.

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.

All: Thanks be to God! Amen

*Gloria Patri

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be.

World without end, amen! Amen.

Prayer for Illumination

Leader: Holy God, as we open your Word, quiet the noise within us. In the
wilderness of our lives, speak with clarity and grace. Uncover what we hide,
strengthen what is weak, and lead us in the way of life.

By your Spirit, help us hear Jesus clearly, trust you deeply, and follow faithfully
on this Lenten journey — until we are made new in the joy of resurrection.

In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Scripture Reading
Psalms 32 (Pew Bible Old Testament Pages #506-507)
Matthew 4:1-11 (Pew Bible New Testament Page #3)

Leader: This is the word of God for the people of God. And we all say:
People: Thanks be to God.
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Call To Worship (Psalm 32; Matthew 4:1-11)
Leader: In the wilderness, Christ was tested—
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People: Yet God invites us to come clean, to be honest, to be healed.
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where we can notice what’s really going on inside us.

Psalm 32 reminds us what a gift it is to bring our whole selves to God: the parts
we’re proud of, and the parts we’d rather not name. When we stop carrying
everything alone, grace has room to breathe.

And in Matthew 4, when temptation presses in, Jesus meets it with trust in God’s
steady care. We come to that same God—patient, faithful, and kind.

So, with gentle honesty, and with hope for new life, let us pray our confession
together.

Prayer of Confession

All: Merciful God, you invite us into truth, not to shame us, but to heal us.
We confess that we look for life in what cannot satisfy — comfort, approval,
control, and security. We test you instead of trusting you. We bow to lesser

powers — success, anxiety, resentment, and fear — and our love grows
small.

Forgive us, unburden us, and restore us. Lead us through this Lenten
journey with Jesus and make us new for the joy of resurrection life.

In Christ’s name we pray, Amen.

Leader: Let us take a moment for silent confession and personal reflection.

Assurance of Pardon (Psalm 32; Matthew 4:1-11)

Leader: Hear the good news: “Happy are those whose transgression is
forgiven, whose sin is covered... You are my hiding place; you preserve me
from trouble; you surround me with steadfast love.”

In Jesus Christ, we are not condemned—we are forgiven, held, and led into new
life. So receive God’s mercy with gratitude, and walk forward in freedom.

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.

All: Thanks be to God! Amen
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Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be.

World without end, amen! Amen.
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Leader: Holy God, as we open your Word, quiet the noise within us. In the
wilderness of our lives, speak with clarity and grace. Uncover what we hide,
strengthen what is weak, and lead us in the way of life.

By your Spirit, help us hear Jesus clearly, trust you deeply, and follow faithfully
on this Lenten journey — until we are made new in the joy of resurrection.

In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
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People: Yet God invites us to come clean, to be honest, to be healed.
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Leader: “Happy are those whose transgression is forgiven,” says the psalmist.
People: God is our hiding place; God surrounds us with steadfast love.

Leader: Lent is a journey—personal and communal— from what traps us to
what frees us, from old patterns to new life.
People: We walk this road with Jesus, trusting grace to remake us.

Leader: So come: not pretending, not proving, not performing — but returning.
People: We come to worship the God who forgives, guides, and renews.
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(PLEASE RISE IN BODY OR IN SPIRIT)

*Opening Hymn #281 “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah”
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Lent invites us into a quieter, truer space—a kind of wilderness with Jesus—
where we can notice what’s really going on inside us.

Psalm 32 reminds us what a gift it is to bring our whole selves to God: the parts
we’re proud of, and the parts we’d rather not name. When we stop carrying
everything alone, grace has room to breathe.

And in Matthew 4, when temptation presses in, Jesus meets it with trust in God’s
steady care. We come to that same God—patient, faithful, and kind.

So, with gentle honesty, and with hope for new life, let us pray our confession
together.

Prayer of Confession

All: Merciful God, you invite us into truth, not to shame us, but to heal us.
We confess that we look for life in what cannot satisfy — comfort, approval,
control, and security. We test you instead of trusting you. We bow to lesser

powers — success, anxiety, resentment, and fear — and our love grows
small.

Forgive us, unburden us, and restore us. Lead us through this Lenten
journey with Jesus and make us new for the joy of resurrection life.

In Christ’s name we pray, Amen.

Leader: Let us take a moment for silent confession and personal reflection.

Assurance of Pardon (Psalm 32; Matthew 4:1-11)

Leader: Hear the good news: “Happy are those whose transgression is
forgiven, whose sin is covered... You are my hiding place; you preserve me
from trouble; you surround me with steadfast love.”

In Jesus Christ, we are not condemned—we are forgiven, held, and led into new
life. So receive God’s mercy with gratitude, and walk forward in freedom.

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.

All: Thanks be to God! Amen

*Gloria Patri

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be.

World without end, amen! Amen.

Prayer for Illumination

Leader: Holy God, as we open your Word, quiet the noise within us. In the
wilderness of our lives, speak with clarity and grace. Uncover what we hide,
strengthen what is weak, and lead us in the way of life.

By your Spirit, help us hear Jesus clearly, trust you deeply, and follow faithfully
on this Lenten journey — until we are made new in the joy of resurrection.

In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Scripture Reading
Psalms 32 (Pew Bible Old Testament Pages #506-507)
Matthew 4:1-11 (Pew Bible New Testament Page #3)

Leader: This is the word of God for the people of God. And we all say:
People: Thanks be to God.




Anthem  He is my Savoir, He is my Friend

Deacons’ February Birthdays

Pastoral Praver

Sermon  “Our Wilderness Journey” Pastor Ken
Prayers of the People (Sharing of Joys and Concerns)

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors and lead us not into
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power,

and the glory forever and ever. Amen

*Closing Hymn #391 “Take My Life” (verses 1-3, 6)

*Charge and Benediction

Choral Benediction

Postlude  Guide Me O Thou Great Jehovah

Belinda Vair Accompanist/Choir Director

Thank you to the Deacons
for providing us with today’s Coftee Hour

First Presbyterian Church of Johnstown, NY — YouTube link:
www.youtube.com/%40FirstPresbyterianJohnstown
Website Address: www.johnstownpresbyterian.org

BE GLAD
FHE LEI

ﬁ -ﬁ'.r.rn"

",-_E*

" iE i -||-.|||'

February 22, 2026 10:30am
Welcome to worship at the First Presbyterian Church, Johnstown. Whether

you are here in the sanctuary or joining us online, we are glad you are with
us. Wherever you are on your faith journey, you are welcome here, and we
give thanks for the gift of worshiping together today!

Pastor Ken Killian

Mission of the Month Doctors Without Borders

Prelude I Surrender All

Belinda Vair Accompanist/Choir Director

Choral Introit




Call To Worship (Psalm 32; Matthew 4:1-11)
Leader: In the wilderness, Christ was tested—
People: and God’s Word held him steady.

Leader: In our own lives, we carry burdens, temptations, and fear.
People: Yet God invites us to come clean, to be honest, to be healed.

Pastor Ken

Leader: “Happy are those whose transgression is forgiven,” says the psalmist.
People: God is our hiding place; God surrounds us with steadfast love.

Leader: Lent is a journey—personal and communal— from what traps us to
what frees us, from old patterns to new life.
People: We walk this road with Jesus, trusting grace to remake us.

Leader: So come: not pretending, not proving, not performing — but returning.
People: We come to worship the God who forgives, guides, and renews.

All: Let us worship God.
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*Opening Hymn #281 “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah”

Call to Confession Pastor Ken
Lent invites us into a quieter, truer space—a kind of wilderness with Jesus—
where we can notice what’s really going on inside us.

Psalm 32 reminds us what a gift it is to bring our whole selves to God: the parts
we’re proud of, and the parts we’d rather not name. When we stop carrying
everything alone, grace has room to breathe.

And in Matthew 4, when temptation presses in, Jesus meets it with trust in God’s
steady care. We come to that same God—patient, faithful, and kind.

So, with gentle honesty, and with hope for new life, let us pray our confession
together.

Prayer of Confession

All: Merciful God, you invite us into truth, not to shame us, but to heal us.
We confess that we look for life in what cannot satisfy — comfort, approval,
control, and security. We test you instead of trusting you. We bow to lesser

powers — success, anxiety, resentment, and fear — and our love grows
small.

Forgive us, unburden us, and restore us. Lead us through this Lenten
journey with Jesus and make us new for the joy of resurrection life.

In Christ’s name we pray, Amen.

Leader: Let us take a moment for silent confession and personal reflection.

Assurance of Pardon (Psalm 32; Matthew 4:1-11)

Leader: Hear the good news: “Happy are those whose transgression is
forgiven, whose sin is covered... You are my hiding place; you preserve me
from trouble; you surround me with steadfast love.”

In Jesus Christ, we are not condemned—we are forgiven, held, and led into new
life. So receive God’s mercy with gratitude, and walk forward in freedom.

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.

All: Thanks be to God! Amen

*Gloria Patri

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be.

World without end, amen! Amen.

Prayer for Illumination

Leader: Holy God, as we open your Word, quiet the noise within us. In the
wilderness of our lives, speak with clarity and grace. Uncover what we hide,
strengthen what is weak, and lead us in the way of life.

By your Spirit, help us hear Jesus clearly, trust you deeply, and follow faithfully
on this Lenten journey — until we are made new in the joy of resurrection.

In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Scripture Reading
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Leader: This is the word of God for the people of God. And we all say:
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we’re proud of, and the parts we’d rather not name. When we stop carrying
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And in Matthew 4, when temptation presses in, Jesus meets it with trust in God’s
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All: Merciful God, you invite us into truth, not to shame us, but to heal us.
We confess that we look for life in what cannot satisfy — comfort, approval,
control, and security. We test you instead of trusting you. We bow to lesser

powers — success, anxiety, resentment, and fear — and our love grows
small.
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Assurance of Pardon (Psalm 32; Matthew 4:1-11)
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forgiven, whose sin is covered... You are my hiding place; you preserve me
from trouble; you surround me with steadfast love.”

In Jesus Christ, we are not condemned—we are forgiven, held, and led into new
life. So receive God’s mercy with gratitude, and walk forward in freedom.

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.

All: Thanks be to God! Amen

*Gloria Patri

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be.

World without end, amen! Amen.
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Leader: Holy God, as we open your Word, quiet the noise within us. In the
wilderness of our lives, speak with clarity and grace. Uncover what we hide,
strengthen what is weak, and lead us in the way of life.

By your Spirit, help us hear Jesus clearly, trust you deeply, and follow faithfully
on this Lenten journey — until we are made new in the joy of resurrection.

In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
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Leader: Lent is a journey—personal and communal— from what traps us to
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People: We walk this road with Jesus, trusting grace to remake us.
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All: Let us worship God.
(PLEASE RISE IN BODY OR IN SPIRIT)

*Opening Hymn #281 “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah”

Call to Confession Pastor Ken
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Psalm 32 reminds us what a gift it is to bring our whole selves to God: the parts
we’re proud of, and the parts we’d rather not name. When we stop carrying
everything alone, grace has room to breathe.
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steady care. We come to that same God—patient, faithful, and kind.

So, with gentle honesty, and with hope for new life, let us pray our confession
together.
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All: Merciful God, you invite us into truth, not to shame us, but to heal us.
We confess that we look for life in what cannot satisfy — comfort, approval,
control, and security. We test you instead of trusting you. We bow to lesser

powers — success, anxiety, resentment, and fear — and our love grows
small.

Forgive us, unburden us, and restore us. Lead us through this Lenten
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In Christ’s name we pray, Amen.

Leader: Let us take a moment for silent confession and personal reflection.

Assurance of Pardon (Psalm 32; Matthew 4:1-11)

Leader: Hear the good news: “Happy are those whose transgression is
forgiven, whose sin is covered... You are my hiding place; you preserve me
from trouble; you surround me with steadfast love.”

In Jesus Christ, we are not condemned—we are forgiven, held, and led into new
life. So receive God’s mercy with gratitude, and walk forward in freedom.

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.

All: Thanks be to God! Amen

*Gloria Patri

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be.

World without end, amen! Amen.
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Leader: Holy God, as we open your Word, quiet the noise within us. In the
wilderness of our lives, speak with clarity and grace. Uncover what we hide,
strengthen what is weak, and lead us in the way of life.

By your Spirit, help us hear Jesus clearly, trust you deeply, and follow faithfully
on this Lenten journey — until we are made new in the joy of resurrection.

In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Scripture Reading
Psalms 32 (Pew Bible Old Testament Pages #506-507)
Matthew 4:1-11 (Pew Bible New Testament Page #3)

Leader: This is the word of God for the people of God. And we all say:
People: Thanks be to God.
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and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors and lead us not into
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power,

and the glory forever and ever. Amen
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Call To Worship (Psalm 32; Matthew 4:1-11)
Leader: In the wilderness, Christ was tested—
People: and God’s Word held him steady.

Leader: In our own lives, we carry burdens, temptations, and fear.
People: Yet God invites us to come clean, to be honest, to be healed.

Pastor Ken

Leader: “Happy are those whose transgression is forgiven,” says the psalmist.
People: God is our hiding place; God surrounds us with steadfast love.

Leader: Lent is a journey—personal and communal— from what traps us to
what frees us, from old patterns to new life.
People: We walk this road with Jesus, trusting grace to remake us.

Leader: So come: not pretending, not proving, not performing — but returning.
People: We come to worship the God who forgives, guides, and renews.

All: Let us worship God.
(PLEASE RISE IN BODY OR IN SPIRIT)

*Opening Hymn #281 “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah”

Call to Confession Pastor Ken
Lent invites us into a quieter, truer space—a kind of wilderness with Jesus—
where we can notice what’s really going on inside us.

Psalm 32 reminds us what a gift it is to bring our whole selves to God: the parts
we’re proud of, and the parts we’d rather not name. When we stop carrying
everything alone, grace has room to breathe.

And in Matthew 4, when temptation presses in, Jesus meets it with trust in God’s
steady care. We come to that same God—patient, faithful, and kind.

So, with gentle honesty, and with hope for new life, let us pray our confession
together.

Prayer of Confession

All: Merciful God, you invite us into truth, not to shame us, but to heal us.
We confess that we look for life in what cannot satisfy — comfort, approval,
control, and security. We test you instead of trusting you. We bow to lesser

powers — success, anxiety, resentment, and fear — and our love grows
small.

Forgive us, unburden us, and restore us. Lead us through this Lenten
journey with Jesus and make us new for the joy of resurrection life.

In Christ’s name we pray, Amen.

Leader: Let us take a moment for silent confession and personal reflection.

Assurance of Pardon (Psalm 32; Matthew 4:1-11)

Leader: Hear the good news: “Happy are those whose transgression is
forgiven, whose sin is covered... You are my hiding place; you preserve me
from trouble; you surround me with steadfast love.”

In Jesus Christ, we are not condemned—we are forgiven, held, and led into new
life. So receive God’s mercy with gratitude, and walk forward in freedom.

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.

All: Thanks be to God! Amen

*Gloria Patri

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be.

World without end, amen! Amen.

Prayer for Illumination

Leader: Holy God, as we open your Word, quiet the noise within us. In the
wilderness of our lives, speak with clarity and grace. Uncover what we hide,
strengthen what is weak, and lead us in the way of life.

By your Spirit, help us hear Jesus clearly, trust you deeply, and follow faithfully
on this Lenten journey — until we are made new in the joy of resurrection.

In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Scripture Reading
Psalms 32 (Pew Bible Old Testament Pages #506-507)
Matthew 4:1-11 (Pew Bible New Testament Page #3)

Leader: This is the word of God for the people of God. And we all say:
People: Thanks be to God.
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Call To Worship (Psalm 32; Matthew 4:1-11)
Leader: In the wilderness, Christ was tested—
People: and God’s Word held him steady.

Leader: In our own lives, we carry burdens, temptations, and fear.
People: Yet God invites us to come clean, to be honest, to be healed.

Pastor Ken

Leader: “Happy are those whose transgression is forgiven,” says the psalmist.
People: God is our hiding place; God surrounds us with steadfast love.

Leader: Lent is a journey—personal and communal— from what traps us to
what frees us, from old patterns to new life.
People: We walk this road with Jesus, trusting grace to remake us.

Leader: So come: not pretending, not proving, not performing — but returning.
People: We come to worship the God who forgives, guides, and renews.

All: Let us worship God.
(PLEASE RISE IN BODY OR IN SPIRIT)

*Opening Hymn #281 “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah”

Call to Confession Pastor Ken
Lent invites us into a quieter, truer space—a kind of wilderness with Jesus—
where we can notice what’s really going on inside us.

Psalm 32 reminds us what a gift it is to bring our whole selves to God: the parts
we’re proud of, and the parts we’d rather not name. When we stop carrying
everything alone, grace has room to breathe.

And in Matthew 4, when temptation presses in, Jesus meets it with trust in God’s
steady care. We come to that same God—patient, faithful, and kind.

So, with gentle honesty, and with hope for new life, let us pray our confession
together.

Prayer of Confession

All: Merciful God, you invite us into truth, not to shame us, but to heal us.
We confess that we look for life in what cannot satisfy — comfort, approval,
control, and security. We test you instead of trusting you. We bow to lesser

powers — success, anxiety, resentment, and fear — and our love grows
small.

Forgive us, unburden us, and restore us. Lead us through this Lenten
journey with Jesus and make us new for the joy of resurrection life.

In Christ’s name we pray, Amen.

Leader: Let us take a moment for silent confession and personal reflection.

Assurance of Pardon (Psalm 32; Matthew 4:1-11)

Leader: Hear the good news: “Happy are those whose transgression is
forgiven, whose sin is covered... You are my hiding place; you preserve me
from trouble; you surround me with steadfast love.”

In Jesus Christ, we are not condemned—we are forgiven, held, and led into new
life. So receive God’s mercy with gratitude, and walk forward in freedom.

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.

All: Thanks be to God! Amen

*Gloria Patri

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be.

World without end, amen! Amen.

Prayer for Illumination

Leader: Holy God, as we open your Word, quiet the noise within us. In the
wilderness of our lives, speak with clarity and grace. Uncover what we hide,
strengthen what is weak, and lead us in the way of life.

By your Spirit, help us hear Jesus clearly, trust you deeply, and follow faithfully
on this Lenten journey — until we are made new in the joy of resurrection.

In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Scripture Reading
Psalms 32 (Pew Bible Old Testament Pages #506-507)
Matthew 4:1-11 (Pew Bible New Testament Page #3)

Leader: This is the word of God for the people of God. And we all say:
People: Thanks be to God.
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Call To Worship (Psalm 32; Matthew 4:1-11)
Leader: In the wilderness, Christ was tested—
People: and God’s Word held him steady.

Leader: In our own lives, we carry burdens, temptations, and fear.
People: Yet God invites us to come clean, to be honest, to be healed.

Pastor Ken

Leader: “Happy are those whose transgression is forgiven,” says the psalmist.
People: God is our hiding place; God surrounds us with steadfast love.

Leader: Lent is a journey—personal and communal— from what traps us to
what frees us, from old patterns to new life.
People: We walk this road with Jesus, trusting grace to remake us.

Leader: So come: not pretending, not proving, not performing — but returning.
People: We come to worship the God who forgives, guides, and renews.

All: Let us worship God.
(PLEASE RISE IN BODY OR IN SPIRIT)

*Opening Hymn #281 “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah”

Call to Confession Pastor Ken
Lent invites us into a quieter, truer space—a kind of wilderness with Jesus—
where we can notice what’s really going on inside us.

Psalm 32 reminds us what a gift it is to bring our whole selves to God: the parts
we’re proud of, and the parts we’d rather not name. When we stop carrying
everything alone, grace has room to breathe.

And in Matthew 4, when temptation presses in, Jesus meets it with trust in God’s
steady care. We come to that same God—patient, faithful, and kind.

So, with gentle honesty, and with hope for new life, let us pray our confession
together.

Prayer of Confession

All: Merciful God, you invite us into truth, not to shame us, but to heal us.
We confess that we look for life in what cannot satisfy — comfort, approval,
control, and security. We test you instead of trusting you. We bow to lesser

powers — success, anxiety, resentment, and fear — and our love grows
small.

Forgive us, unburden us, and restore us. Lead us through this Lenten
journey with Jesus and make us new for the joy of resurrection life.

In Christ’s name we pray, Amen.

Leader: Let us take a moment for silent confession and personal reflection.

Assurance of Pardon (Psalm 32; Matthew 4:1-11)

Leader: Hear the good news: “Happy are those whose transgression is
forgiven, whose sin is covered... You are my hiding place; you preserve me
from trouble; you surround me with steadfast love.”

In Jesus Christ, we are not condemned—we are forgiven, held, and led into new
life. So receive God’s mercy with gratitude, and walk forward in freedom.

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.

All: Thanks be to God! Amen

*Gloria Patri

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be.

World without end, amen! Amen.

Prayer for Illumination

Leader: Holy God, as we open your Word, quiet the noise within us. In the
wilderness of our lives, speak with clarity and grace. Uncover what we hide,
strengthen what is weak, and lead us in the way of life.

By your Spirit, help us hear Jesus clearly, trust you deeply, and follow faithfully
on this Lenten journey — until we are made new in the joy of resurrection.

In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Scripture Reading
Psalms 32 (Pew Bible Old Testament Pages #506-507)
Matthew 4:1-11 (Pew Bible New Testament Page #3)

Leader: This is the word of God for the people of God. And we all say:
People: Thanks be to God.
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Call To Worship (Psalm 32; Matthew 4:1-11)
Leader: In the wilderness, Christ was tested—
People: and God’s Word held him steady.

Leader: In our own lives, we carry burdens, temptations, and fear.
People: Yet God invites us to come clean, to be honest, to be healed.

Pastor Ken

Leader: “Happy are those whose transgression is forgiven,” says the psalmist.
People: God is our hiding place; God surrounds us with steadfast love.

Leader: Lent is a journey—personal and communal— from what traps us to
what frees us, from old patterns to new life.
People: We walk this road with Jesus, trusting grace to remake us.

Leader: So come: not pretending, not proving, not performing — but returning.
People: We come to worship the God who forgives, guides, and renews.

All: Let us worship God.
(PLEASE RISE IN BODY OR IN SPIRIT)

*Opening Hymn #281 “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah”

Call to Confession Pastor Ken
Lent invites us into a quieter, truer space—a kind of wilderness with Jesus—
where we can notice what’s really going on inside us.

Psalm 32 reminds us what a gift it is to bring our whole selves to God: the parts
we’re proud of, and the parts we’d rather not name. When we stop carrying
everything alone, grace has room to breathe.

And in Matthew 4, when temptation presses in, Jesus meets it with trust in God’s
steady care. We come to that same God—patient, faithful, and kind.

So, with gentle honesty, and with hope for new life, let us pray our confession
together.

Prayer of Confession

All: Merciful God, you invite us into truth, not to shame us, but to heal us.
We confess that we look for life in what cannot satisfy — comfort, approval,
control, and security. We test you instead of trusting you. We bow to lesser

powers — success, anxiety, resentment, and fear — and our love grows
small.

Forgive us, unburden us, and restore us. Lead us through this Lenten
journey with Jesus and make us new for the joy of resurrection life.

In Christ’s name we pray, Amen.

Leader: Let us take a moment for silent confession and personal reflection.

Assurance of Pardon (Psalm 32; Matthew 4:1-11)

Leader: Hear the good news: “Happy are those whose transgression is
forgiven, whose sin is covered... You are my hiding place; you preserve me
from trouble; you surround me with steadfast love.”

In Jesus Christ, we are not condemned—we are forgiven, held, and led into new
life. So receive God’s mercy with gratitude, and walk forward in freedom.

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.

All: Thanks be to God! Amen

*Gloria Patri

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be.

World without end, amen! Amen.

Prayer for Illumination

Leader: Holy God, as we open your Word, quiet the noise within us. In the
wilderness of our lives, speak with clarity and grace. Uncover what we hide,
strengthen what is weak, and lead us in the way of life.

By your Spirit, help us hear Jesus clearly, trust you deeply, and follow faithfully
on this Lenten journey — until we are made new in the joy of resurrection.

In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Scripture Reading
Psalms 32 (Pew Bible Old Testament Pages #506-507)
Matthew 4:1-11 (Pew Bible New Testament Page #3)

Leader: This is the word of God for the people of God. And we all say:
People: Thanks be to God.




